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Kow, ftU these tilings happened unto them for ensamples : and they are 
written for oar admonition. 

1 C0B.X. II. 
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PBEFACE. 



A SOUND knowledge of the histories related iu the 
Holy Bible, fpiins the most essential part of the early 
education of a child. When he is reading and learning 
the Scriptures, he is imperceptibly storing up rules for 
i]xe direction of his conduct in after-life, and gaining 
the most important said valuable part of educatu)n that 
can be given to him — an intimate Knowledge of his duty 
towarqs God, and towards his neighbour. 

In reading the various accounts of men and their 
actions with which the pages of The Book are stored, he 
finds the good ultimately rewarded either in this world 
or the world to come, and the "wicked punished ; and, 
above all, he must frequently notice that thoiigh the 
best n^en — ^the chosen of God — have erred, and been 
guilty of sins of the deepest dye, yet thev have met 
with Buccour and salvation at the hands or a merciful 
God, which should impress him with a conviction pf 
the mighty power of God to save sinners, and encoui*a^e 
him to seek Pini early ; remembering that he, equally 
withidttie counHess myriads of the guilty human race, 
is a participator in t)ie inheritance of sin derived from 
Adam, fast bound in the chains forced for us by the 
disobedience of our first parents, which can only he 
loosened and bjrpken from us by the atonement made 
for us by Jesus Christ, whp died to save us, and ransom 
us from the appalling fate of perdition and tprment for 
countless centuries of ever-coming, never-ending ages. 

Sooner or later, the good seed sown in infancy must 
bear fruit under the awakenipg influence of God's Holy 
Spirit in His own good time f ^polios may plant, Paul 
may water, but God giveth. the -increase. It is for us to 
scatter the seed early on the; virgin soil of the child's 
innocent heart, prayerfully commending its future 
growth and progress, from the springing of the blade ir 
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IV PREFACE. 

the binding of the sheaf, to the fostering cai'e of 
Almighty Qod. 

I would offer a few nuggestions to teachers on the 
method to be employed, in conjunction with the use of 
this little book,' to give a child a knowledge of the 
Scriptures ; it is not to be used as a substitute for the 
iUble, it is intended as a summary of the principal 
events therein recorded, a broad outline to be filled in 
by the careful study of the holy volume itself. 

To ascertain that the child thoroughly understands 
every paragraph, let the teacher put questions in every 
variety of form on each sentence ; for example, the first 
paragraph in Section 1, is — *'In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth." Let the teacher 
ask — 1. What did God create in the beginning I 2. 
When did God create the heavens and the eartn ? 3. 
Who created fhe heavens and the earth ? — ^thus per- 
fectly sifting the amount of knowledge gained by the 
child while preparing his task, and enabhng himself to 
arrive at the satisfactory conclusion that the child un- 
derstands what he is learning. 

Of the necessity of explaining fully the meaning of 
every hard word, I have already spoken in the general 
preface to the series. 

It will be seen that no reference is made to the 
chapter and verse on which each particular paragraph 
is grounded^ as in Watts's Scriptttre History ^ the refer- 
ences are purposely omitted, that the cmld may be 
obliged by ois teacher to search them out for iftnself 
in the portion of Scripture treated in each section, and 
bring them written in full on his slate or paper as an 
exercise. 

The meanings of Scripture names, which may be in* 
teresting to many, are chiefly taken from the list given 
in Cruden's Concordance, and Dr. Kitto's Notes to thft 
pictorial edition of the Holy Bibki 
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Introduction. — Thb Pentateuch. 

1. The first five books that we find in the Holt 
Bible — viz., Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy — are known under one common 
teim as The Pentateuch, from two Greek words pro- 
nounced PEN-TB,^ve, and Teu-kos, a volume, 

2. These portions of the Scriptures were written by 
Moses, who was chosen bj God to be the medium 
through which His law was given to His chosen people, 
and also to be their leader to bring them from Egypt, 
their laud of bondage, to their promised inheritance, 
Canaan. 

3. The fii-st book. Genesis, takes its name from a 
Greek word pronounced Gbn-e-sis {g hard), Beginning; 
in the Hebrew it is called Bereshith,/^ the beginning, 

4. The book Genesis treats of the early history of 
the world ; beginning with the work of creation, it 
affords a complete and general histoiy of mankind until 
the universal destruction that fell on every living 
creature at the Flood on account of the sins of men. 
An account is then given of the gi'adual rcpeopling of 
the earth through the descendants of Noah, until the 
subject is at last more particularly confined to the his- 
tory of the posterity of Abraham and the family of 
Jacob, until the death of his son Joseph in the land of 
Egypt 

5. The name of the second book, Exodus, meaning 
departure^ a going outfroin^ is derived from two Greek 
words pronounced Ex,/rom, and Od-os, a way or road. 
In the Hebrew its name is Ye-elleh shemoth, mean- 
ing ^ow these are the names, the words with which the 
book commences. 

6. The book Exodus gives an account of the suffer- 
ings of the Israelites in Egypt, their deliverance under 
Moses and arrival at Mount Sinai, the promulgation 
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of the law, the sinful conduct of the people in the 
wilderness, and the building of the tabernacle. 

7. Leviticus, the third book, is so called because it 
treats of matters under the Jtirisdictlon of the priests, 
the descendants of LevL Our name for the book is 
the Latin form of its Greek name, pronounced Lbu-i- 
Ti-KON. The Hebrew name is Va-tizra, And he called, 

8. The book Numbers relates the numbering of the 
Isntelites on two separate occasion^ and ^ves an ac- 
count of what happened in their wanderings in the 
wilderness. Our term for the book is derived from 
the Latin Numbrf, Nwmhera, The Hebrew name \k 
is BE-MID-B4R, In the ioUderness, 

9. Drutvronokt is chiefly devoted to a repetition 
of the law which had been given at vitrious times dur- 
ing the wanderings of the people, the appointment of 
Joshua as their leader in the room df Moses, and a 
record of his death, added by another band. 

10. The word Deutbronomy is derived from twd 
Greek words pronounced Dbu-te-ros, Second, and Nom- 
Q8. Law. The Hebrew name is El-lbh Had-dkvarim, 
These the words. 

11. The following shews the time occupied ih e^ch 
book, comprising that portion of Scripture known as 
the PENTATBUcit, as closely as it is possible to be ascer- 
tained. 





Begins. 


Ends. 


Comprising. 


Genesis 


4004 B.C., 


1635 B.C., 


2369 yrs. 


Exodus 


1635 .„ 


1490 „ 


145 „ 


Leviticus . 


1490 „ 


1490 „ 


1 mo. 


N UMBERS 


1490 „ 


1451 „ 


38 yrs. 9 m 


Deuteronomy 


1451 „ 


1451 „ 


2 mo. 



For the dates of the occurrences mentioned in the 
five books of Moses, see Scripture Chronologi/. 
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Section 1.— {Genesis, ch. i.— iii.) 
From the Creation to the Expulsion from Paradise, 

1. In the beginningfy Odd created the UsAVfiK and the 
Earth. 

2. Our planet wad then ft shapeless mass, without 
form and void. The Alhightt FATHto resolved to 
call a fair world into being by the exercise of his omni- 
potent Will and Word. 

3. The first day saw the Light divided from the 

I>ARKN1&3& 

4. On the second day the Firmament (or vault of 
apparent solidity) above us whs created, and termed 
Heaven. 

5. The third daywitnessed the separation of the 
Land from the waters ; the appearance of the 
Earth ; the gatherinc^ of the Seas ; and the creation 
of the green vestilre of the ^arth, Grass, Herbs, and 
Trees. 

6. On the fourth day the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
were set in the firmament, to give light upon the 
earth — to mark the succession of days and nights — the 
changing seasons — seed-time and harvest. 

7. On the fifth day God causfed the waters to teem 
with Fish, both small and great. Birds were also 
created ; tne air was allotted to the winged fowL 

8. On the sixth day Animals of every description 
were called into being to dwell. on the earth. Man 
was created also, in the ima>ge of God ; and to Man 
was dominion given over the Beasts of the field, the 
Fowls of the air, and the Fish of the sea; and to 
him and thetn was given every green herb for meat 

9. God's blessing was bestowed on the works bf 
creation, ahd on the Seventh Day He ire&ted, blessed 
it, and hallowed it for ever. 

10. God placed Man in the garden of Eden, to dress 
it and to keep it. 
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11. Man was forbidden to taste of the fruit of the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, under, the 
penalty of Death. 

12. All things were named by Adam, every living 
creature, male and female. In pity for the lonely con- 
dition of Adam, God formed Eve, the first woman, 
from one of bin ribs, taken from him while he 
blept. 

1.3. Then our first parents dwelt in the garden of 
Eden in a state of bappy innocence. 

14. Satan, in the likeness of a serpent, tempted Eve 
to eat of the forbidden fruit, promising that she should 
become wise, knowing good and evil^ through ber dis' 
obedience to God*s command. 

. 15. Eve, yielding to the Devil's assurance, ye shall 
not surely die, eat of the fruit, giving some to her bua- 
band Adam. 

16. The eyes of botb were opened; they feared to 
meet Gob, and hid themselves from his presence, know- 
ing that they had done wrong. 

17. This disobedient act of Adam and Evs brought 
Sin into the world, and caused all mankind to be by 
nature sinful ; but CrOD, in his merciful goodness, has 
given His only Son to die for U3, to take away our sins 
and to reconcile us to Him. 

' 18. GoD*s awful curse on the tempter and the 
tempted is pronounced. 

19. The serpent is condemned to be cursed above all 
cattle ; to go upon its belly, and to eat dust. Enmity 
is put between the serpent and the human race. 

20. To woman was given increase of sorrow and 
conception, bitter pain, with subjection to man. 

21. To man was appointed labour and sorrow, until 
he return to his kinared dust 

22. The fair earth, too, was cursed for his sake ; 
and the land, wbicb before bore nothing but beauti- 
ful and useful plants, produced thorns and tbistles and 
useless weeds. 

23. Buv a briffht ray of mercy shone on man amid 
the misery whicn he had brought on his own head. 

24. When Gk)D said to the serpent, I will put evvmity 
between thee and the woman, ana between thy seed and 
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her seed, he also added this promise, It thall hruUe thy 
heel, and thou shalt bruise his hecul. 

25. Meaning that Jesus Chbist our Saviour, who 
should die for our redemption, the seed of the woman, 
bein^ miraculously born of an earthly mother, should 
crush the works and power of the Devil. 

26. Adam and Eve ai*e then clothed with the skins 
of beasts, probably slain in sacrifice. 

27. With the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
grew another tree, the Tree of Life ; lest Adam and £vb 
should eat of the fruit of this tree and live for * ever, 
they are driven from Eden, to pass a life of labour 
and sorrow to be ende^ by death, and Cherubims with 
a flaming sword are placed therein to guard the Tree 
of Life. 

Notea.— Adav, Bed Earth; Eva, Life; Eozir, Pkoiure; Jxius, Saviour; 
CmusT, Anointed, The po^ition of the Garden of Eden cannot be deter- 
mined ; the opinion! of Biiriical commeiitatora as to its localitjr are wideljr 
different. Dr. Kitto says, " Of the two most probable coqjectures, one 
Axes the terrestrial Paradise in Armenia, between the soorces of the 
Euphrates, Tiipis, Phasis, and Araxea, and the other identifies the land 
of Eden with the country between Dagdadand Buasorah.**— iToleon Kdeu. 
** Pictorial Bible." 



Section II. — {Genesis, ch. iv.— vil) 
IVom the Expulsion from Paradise to the I(duge, 

1. Two children are bom to Adam and Eve ; Cain, 
the elder son, is an husbandman, a tiller of the around; 
Abel, the younger, is a shepherd, a keeper of sheep, 

2. Cain and Abel offer sacrifices of the fruit of the 
ground and the firstlings of the flock to the Lord ; on 
account of some sinful act committed by Cain, God 
does not accept his sacrifice, reproving him for sin. 

3. The sacrifice of righteous Abel is accepted. 

4 Cain is jealous of his more worthy brother, and 
when they were in the field alone, with no eye on them 
but GoD*s all-seeing eye, Cain rose up against Abel, 
struck him down, and slew him. 

5. Cain is the first of the human race that commits 
murder, and renders this foul crime, afteniinMrds specially 
denounced by Qod in the sixth commandment, more 
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10 SOBIFTUftfi HISTOftT. 

horrid And utinatuml by committing It on hisunoffend* 
ing brother, the son of his own mother. 

6; Caih is driven out As a wanderer and a vagabond 
in the earth ; his labour fts a httflbandman is to fail of 
its reward in plenteons crops, yet his life is secured^ 
the Lord promising thai vengeance shonld be taken 
sevenfold on whomsoever shonld ilaj him. 

7. Cain goes eastward of Edxn and dwells in th4 
land of Nod ; a son is bom to him named Enoch, and 
Cain bnilds a city, the first of which mention is made 
in the Bible^ which is called after the name of his son. 

8. Jabal, a descendant of Cain in the sixth genera- 
tton^ is said to have been the first that dwelt in tents ) 
his children oontinned the practice, wandering as herds- 
men with their cattle from place to place in search of 
pasturage. 

9. JuBAL, his brother, was a musician, probably the 
inventor of musical instruments. * 

10. TuBAL-OAiN, a half brother of JtJBAL and JabaLi 
was the first who made tools of iron, and instructed 
men in their uses. 

11. In Adam the gardener, Cain the labourer and 
builder, Ab :l the shepherd, Jabal the grazier or 
herdsman, Jubal, th musician, and Tubal-cain the 
blacksmith, we see the originators of several of the 
most useful trades and callings. 

12. To Adam and Eve another son, named Seth, 
is born ; to Seth was bom Enos, and then began men 
to call upon the name of the LoRl>, probably joining 
together in the act of public worship. 

13. The early patriarchs lived to & great age \ the 
oldest man of whom we read is MsTHusELAn, who lived 
nine hundred and sixty-nine years. 

14. His grandson wus Noah, the nihth in direct 
descent from Adam, the common father of all man- 
kind. 

16. Unhappily, sin, brought into the world by Adam*«« 
disohedience, had greatly increased. The wickedness 
of man was great in the earth ; and God, after limiting 
the duration of man's life to an hundred and twenty 
years, determines to destroy man and beast, fowls snd 
creeping things, repenting that Hs had made them. 
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THE PfiNTATEUCH. 11 

10, Yfei he \irould faot deatt-oy Noah and h\B fkmUy, 
for NdAH was a joat and perfect man, vrho rerereneed 
Ooi)'s Commands. 

17. ^The Almightt acquaints Noah with His deter- 
mination of briuging a flood upon the earth to destroy 
all flesh, and commands him to build an ark or large 
vessel, as a refuge for himself and his fJEtmily during 
the Deluge. 

Id. In obedience t6 God'8 cominands Noah builds 
thd ark, a vessel of enormous size ; and, oh its com- 
pletion, he enters With his sons Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
^hxth, his wife, and his sons* wives. 

19. Birds and beasts ar€$ also received into the ark, 
with Creeping things; of clean beasts and fbwls by 
sevens, and of unclean animals by two, male and 
ielnale, to replenish the earth when the waters should 
subside. 

20. Abuhdance tif fbod of all kinds is stored up in 
ih^ ark for Noah kai his family, and the animals that 
were with them. 

^1. The clean beasts and fowls were probably such 
as were offered in sacrifice and had been domesticated, 
the Ox, sheep, horse, &c. ; the unclean being birds and 
beasts of pf-ey. 

22. In tiie Six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month, Goi) coQimenced 
to pour forth his i*ain and waters upon the earth and 
its guilty inhabitants. 

23. For forty days and fbrty nights the rain ceased 
not, and the ark floated on the waters, which rose many 
feet above the highest Inountains. 

24. Death overtook all tn whose nostrils was the breath 
of ^i/e— they were utterly destroyed from the ^arth ; 
and of the myriads of living beings that stood on its 
surface in health and vigour but a feW short weeks 
before, eight men and women, and a few of every sort 
of animal, alone remained. 

25. And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hun- 
dred and fifty days, 

Nona.— Caw, Posfe$9ionf Afltt, Breatfi or Vapour,' Sbth, SuMUuttdt 
Noah, Consoidtion ; Sbem, Henoum ; Ham, Heat, or Brown ; Jafhetu, lit 
tlidt extends 
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The ark, built by Noah at God's command, was tbe largest vessel erec 
constnicted. Its dimensions and tonnage may be easily computed, as- 
suming the cubit to be eighteen inches in length. The labour of hundreds 
of men must have been employed in the work for many years, under 
Koali's guidance and direction. 



Section III. — {GenesiSf ch. viii. — xi.) 
From the Deluge to the Confusion of Tongues. 

1. When eyery thin^ living on the earth was de- 
stroyed by the waters, God remembered Noah, and 
caused the rain to stop and the waters to abate ; so 
that) on the seventeentn day of the second month, the 
ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. 

2. The tops of the mountains were seen above the 
waters on the fii*st day of the tenth month, and, in the 
space of two months more, the waters were dried up 
from off the earth, and the face of the earth was dry. 

3. And on the twentynseventh day of the second 
month, after having been in the ark twelve months 
and ten days, Noah and his family, and every living 
thing that was with him, quitted the ark at God*3 
command 

4. NoAH^s first act was that of worship and sacrifice 
to God, and the Almighty determined to curse the 
ground no more for man's sake ; and, as long as the 
earth remains, he promises that seed-time and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night, shall not cease. 

5. God blesses Noah and his sons, bidding them to 
replenish the earth with the human race ; certain laws 
were given for their observance— they were forbidden 
to eat blood, and the horrible ci'imo of murder was to 
be punished with death at the hands of man. 

6. God also appointed the rainbow as the sign of his 
covenant with man and every living creature, that the 
earth and all upon it shall not again be destroyed by a 
flood. 

7. Every time we look on a rainbow we should con- 
sider it as GoD*s renewal to ourselves of the solemn 
promise made to our forefathers of old, and remember 
our duties to him and to our fellow-men, prayiug to be 
enabled to perform them rightly, and beseeching for- 
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givenesdfor our sins, negligences, and ignorances, through 
the saving merits, mediation, and atonement of Jesus 
Christ, our only means of obtaining eternal salva- 
tion. 

8. It is recorded tliat Noah lived after the flood 
three hundred and fifty years, following the occupation^ 
of a husbandman on leaving the ark; hid age at his 
death was nine hundred and fifty years. 

9. The world was repeopled by the descendants of 
the sons of Noah. By the sons of Japhbth Europe 
was colonized ; the children of Ham spread over Africa, 
Palestine, and the peninsula of Arabia; and the pos- 
terity of Shem occupied Persia and the continent of 
Asia. 

10. Of the sons of Ham, Canaan more particularly 
deserves notice as the ancestor of the tribes that settled 
in Palestine, and were, for the most part, destroyed 
by the Israelites. 

11. NiMROD, the grandson of Ham, is mentioned as a 
mighty hunter ; tradition tells us that he was the first 
king, the founder of the first kingdom. Babel or Baby- 
lon, on the Euphrates, the first city built after the 
flood, was imder the dominion of Nimrod. 

12. Some suppose that the vast Assyrian Empire 
was founded by Nimrod ; others assign its establishment 
to AssHUR, the son of Shem. The name of Nimrod is 
to be traced in the names of many masses of ruins on 
and near the Euphrates, as the Bins Nemroud {HiU of 
Nimrod) at Babylon, and the Tel Nimr6d {Tower of 
Nimrod) at Aeeerkuf. 

13. The colonization of the world by the posterity 
of Noah, was principally effected by the dispersion of 
the human race, by the confusion of tongues, and the 
miraculous institution of various languages. 

14. Mankind then spoke the same language^ and, 
When dwelling in the plain of Bhinar, they deter- 
Inined to make brick and build a tower of glgantio 
height, pl*obabbr Intendiiig that it shotdd nerve us a 
l)laOD of refugB in dtmit ora KCoud dtluge^ 

idi But tht wiidom of thi kiMMm dliomcd U n 
(litlttg tlmt to MOomtM iko roMopU&f of tkt Mirih 
V| iht dlipNTiloft of wT tivuidmi ttilr IftflguAio wm 
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eonfounded, aud the Loed scattered them |ibroa4 from 
thence upon the £Eice of the earth. 

16< Henoe the name Babel, or confusion^ is giren to 
l^he rising tower. The ruins above mentioned, with 
another near the Euphrates, called the Mujtelibe 
{overhimed), are severally pointed out as the ruins 
of the Tower or Babel. Dr. Kitto, an eminent 
biblical scholar, decides in&vour of the Bibs Nemroud, 
if, indeed, any ruins now seen in Babtlon, or the sur- 
rounding district, really represent the n^mains of the 
Tower. 

Notes.— Ababat, The curse of HrembHMg; Caxaan, A trader; 9a9EC, 
Cm^lulon. It is fiir tvom certeln what tract of country ia liji^od in 
the term " niouniains of Ararat*' Howerer, Monni Ararat in Armenia la 
pointed ont as the mountain on which the ark rested; it has two peak% 
vliidi majr ez^ain the u«e of the plural in (he aboTe expression. 



Section IV. — {Genesis^ ch. xi»— xvL) 
From, the Confusion, of Tongues to the Birth of hhmael, 

1. Jn direcfi descent from Shem, in the tenth genera* 
tion, W0 find three brothers, Abram, Nahor, and 
IIaran, mentioned as sons of the patriarch ^erau ; 
this ^imily lived in Ur of the Chaldees. 

3. From Haran descended Lot. Abram took to 
wiib @ARA|, hi^ half-sister ; and Nahor*s wife was 
named Muxah. 

3. TeraH) Abram, and Lot, with their families^ 

Suitted t^eir native city for Canaan : reaching Haran 
[ley dwelt there, and there Terah died. 

4. Here a promise of the deepest importance to the 
whole human race, that in Abram all families of the 
earth should be blessed ; namely, through Jesus C^RIST, 
a descendant of Abram through Mart his mother, is 
made to Abram himself. 

5. God bids him go forth from Haran, and leads 
him to Canaan, where the Almiqhtt says, Unto thjf 
seed will I giv^ this land Abram's Dcuth must have 
been great ^ldeed, for he wa^ t^en childless. 

6. Quitting Canj^an foi* a^ while bv i*eason of the 
iamin#, Abram eptprs Egtp?, wheye the Lord cr^uses 
him to be weU treated by Phajiaoi^, then King of 
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Egypt, plasuing Pharaoh's house for taking his 
wife Sarai from him, although Abram had been mo- 
rally guilty of deceit^ in representing her to be his sbter, 
as she really was, leading Pharaoh to suppose that 
she was not of nearer and dearer relationship to him. 

7. Leaving Egypt, Abrau, and Lot his nephew, 
again enter CanaaKi rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold. 

8. In consequence of quarrels between their herds- 
men, they separate. Lot choosing the plains of JofiDAN^ 
and dwelling in Sodoh. 

0. God renews his promise to Abrait, who removes 
to the plain of Mamre in Hebrok, building an altar 
to the Lord there. 

10. The Kings of Sodoh and Gomorrah, and the 
other cities of the plain, were tributary to Chedorlao- 
VBR, Kin^ of Elam ; in consequence of their rebellion 
against his authority, he, with three confederate kings, 
fought against them, and slew the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

1 1. At the 9ack of the cities of the plain, Lor is taken 
prisoner, and his possessions fall into the hands of 
Ohbdorlaomer and his allies. 

12. Hearing that Lot was a captive, Abram armed 
his trained servants, three hundred ^nd eighteen in 
number, and, with certain confederates, overSikes and 
routs the victors, slaying Chedorlaomsr, and rescuing 
Lot and the captives from the taken cities. 

13. On his return he is n^et by Melchizsdek, priest 
of the Most High God, and ^ing of Salem, who 
blesses liim. Abram restores the recaptured goods to 
the King of Sodom, refusing to accept any portion of 
them for himself. 

14. The Almighty again promises that Abram shall 
have an heir from whom an innumerable posterity shnil 
descend. In a vision He foretells the trials and suffer- 
ings of the children of Ibrabl in ^gypt, and their sub- 
sequent release from bondage in thi^t land. 

15. Hb also shews the limits of the land that 
Abram*s seed shall inherit, from the river of Eoyrr 
(the Nih) to the Ei^phrates, the territories of the 
tribes descended from Caxtaan the Son of Ham. 
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16. Tho custom of polygamy, or marrying many 
wives, was one of common occurrence in the East in tha 

.early ages of the world, as weU as among the Turks, 
Mahometans, Hindoos, and other Oriental nations at 
the present time. 

17. Sarai, therefore, that an heir might be born to 
Abbam, gives him her slave, or bondwoman, Haoar, to 
be his wife. 

18. But Haoar, being hardly dealt with by Sarai, 
fled into the wilderness, where the angel of the Lord 
meets her and teUs her to return, promising that the 
son whom she shall bear to Abram shall become the 
father of a mighty nation. 

19. This son was Ishmael, so named by the angel 
before his birth. At this period Abram was eighty- 
six years old. 

NoTBS.— Abbam, A High Fathtr ; Lot, Biddtus SABii^ PHnceu; Usl- 
cflizBDEx, JKa^ €tf RiffhUousneu ; Salem, Peace; Haqab, A $tr<»ngeri 
THtMiif., €/<)d whQ hemre. 



SECTioir Y.—iOenesiSf ch. xvii. — xziii.) 
From the Birth of Ishmael to the Death of Sarah, 

1. Thirteen years after, God again renews his cove- 
nant with Abram, and changes his name to Abraham ; 
Sarai*s name is also changed, and she is called Sarah. 
The rite of circumcision is appointed to Abraham and 
his descendants, as the sign of the covenant between 
the Almiohtt and his servant Abraham. 

2. But in his secret thoughts Abraham doubted that 
the promised son should be bom from Sarah, on ac- 
count of her advanced age ; but what seems impossible 
to man is possible with God. 

3. He entreats the Almightt to show favour to 
Ishmael ; but Gk>D declares that a son Isaac, with whoDi 
he will establish his covenant, shall be born of Sarah 
in tho following year | moreovex*) he proxmses to make 
IsHUARL a gi*eat nation. 

4. Thi ritt of olmimoistoti ifl beHotnidcl ott all the 
hiftlH of AsftAiiAM*! houttholdi il Wai to, tha JewiiU 
))*oms wUi bftpilim !• to ibi ChriitUui tht euiWAi^ 
iifA of A loyoMtil tflttk ao0» 
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5. The flagrant wickedness of the inhabitants of the 
cities of the plain now loudly called for the divine 
vengeance, for, as before the flood, the sins of man had 
reached a fearful height. 

6. Three men, angels of the Lord, appear to Abra- 
ham as he sits in the door of his tent in the heat of the 
day ; with true eastern hospitality, he causes bread to 
be prepared and a calf dressed, with milk and butter 
lor their refresh meut 

7. The men reiterate Qod*s assurance that Sarah 
shall have a son, but Sarah doubted, laughing within 
herself, and her unbelief is thus reproved. Is any thinj 
too Juj/rdfor the Lord? 

8. On the morrow, the men arise and resume their 
journey towards Sodom. Abraham accompanies them 
on their way for a short distance. 

9. The Lord reveals his intention respecting Sodom 
to Abraham, promising at his pamest entreaty to spare 
the city should ten righteous men be found in it, but 
it lacked even this small number among its many 
inhabitants. 

10. At even two angels enter Sodom and are hos- 
pitably received by Lot ; but the men of the city, desir- 
ing to ill-treat the strangers, are smitten with blind- 
ness as a punishment for their evil intentions. 

11. Early the following morning the men bring Lot, 
his wife, and daughters, out of S)dom, and command 
them to escape to the mountain without looking be« 
hind them. 

• 12. Permission is given to the fugitives, at Lot's re- 
quest, to take refuge in Zoar, a neighbouring city. 
When they had entered therein, God rained brimstone 
ancl fire from heaven upon the cities of the plain, and 
utterly destroyed them. 

13. LoT*s wife, disregarding the command of the 
angel, looks back on the burning cities, and becomes a 
pilUrofsalt. 

14. After the destruction of the cities of the plain, 
Abraham sojourns in Qerar, and again calls Sarah 
his sister; she is therefore taken into the house of 
Abimblech, King of Gerar, who is warned of God in a 
dream that she is Abraham's wife. 
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15. Abimblech immediately restores her to Aski- 
HAM, and permits him to dwell in the land, ^ving him 
sheep, oxen, men-servants, women-servants, and silver. 

IG. GrpD*s promise qf a. son to Abraham and Sarah 
is at length fulfilled. Isaac is born, and at his wean- 
ing a great feast is made in honour of the heir of 
Abrahas's house, the son of the free-wofnan. 

17. IsflMA^Lj now probably treated with some degree 
of neglect, persecutes Isaaq (OalcUians iv. 29}j and is 
seijt away at Sarah's desire with his mother HAOABy 
the bond-woman, 

18. This -grieved Abraham; but Gtod bids him 
hearken to Sarah's wish, adding, for in Isaac shcUl 
thy seed he called, Hd befriends Ishmael; succouring 
him ^hen dying of thirst in the wilderness. 

19. He becomes an archer, dwells in the wilderness 
of Pasan, and niarries an £!gyptian woman; from 
ISHitAEL the Arabs are descend^. 

20. A covenant of friendship and alliance Is entered 
into by Abraham and Abimelech, by a well which 
Abraham had digged, which he called Bber-sheba, be-^ 
cause there they sware both of them to the covenant. 

21. At Beerhsheba Abraham planted a grove, and 
called there upon the name of the Lord. 

22. Abraham had now to Endure the most severe 
trial to which God thought fit to subject his faith. He 
commanded him to offer up Isaac, his only well-beloved 
heir, the son that was to be the ancestor of a countless 
people, as a burnt-offering on Mount Moriah. 

23. Who can think without emotion of Abraham's 
ibelings as a father, while journeying onward with his 
dear son f What an answer full of faith did he give 
to Isaac's inquiry, Where is the lamb for a bumt-^er' 
ing f My son, Ood will 'provide himself a lamb for a 
bur)it'Ofering, 

24. Isaac is bound and laid on the altar that his 
father had prepared, the knife is already taken up to 
slay him, but the Almiohtt was satisfied. He knew 
that Abraham really feared Him, seeing that he had 
not withheld his only soh from Him. 

25. For Isaac, a ram, onught in a thicket by his 
horns, is substituted, and the promise of Isaac's count- 
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less posterity is confirmed, and iliat all nations of the 
earth «haU be blessed in Abraham's seed, because of 
his obedience. 

26. j'rom Mount Moriah, or Jehovah-jireth, as 
Abraham had named that place, he returned to Beer- 
8UE6A, and dwelt there, 

27. Some years after, Sarah died at the advanced 
age of one hundred and twenty-seven years, in KiR- 
jath-arba, or Hebron. 
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Section VL — (Genesis, ch. xxiv. — ^xxvii.) 
From the Death of Sarah to Jacob's Journey to Uaran, 

1. AbHaham, calling to him the steward of his house- 
bold, 6ends him ou a mission to his kindred in Meso- 
potamia, to choose a wife for his son Isaac. 

2. On his arrival at the city of Nahor, the brother 
of Abraham, the servant trays to the Lord God of 
his master to direct him in nis choice, appointing a cer- 
tain sign by which it should be determined ; that the 
damsel who should comply with his request for water 
for himself and his camels, should be she that God had 
selected as a wife for Isaac. 

3. Bebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of 
Nahor, Abiraham's brother, comes forth from the city 
to draw Water, and i-eadily coniplies with the servant's 
reaueat. 

4. 6e wonders at the goodness of God in prospering 
his journey ; fiuding, on inquiry, that she was related 
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to his master, he gives her presents, and accompanies 
her to her father's house. 

6. There Laban, her brother, receives him, and brings 
him into the house. On stating his errand, Bethu£L 
and Laban, acknowledging that the thing proceeded 
from tlic Lord, willingly consent to allow Rebekah to 
become Isaac's wife. 

6. On the next day they depart from Haran with 
the blessing of her relatives. On approaching their 
destination they meet Isaac, who receives Rebekah 
and brings her to his mother's tent, and is comforted 
after his mother's death. 

7. This happy termination of the servant's mission 
relieved Abraham from the anxiety he felt lest Isaac 
should marry any woman of the neighbouring na- 
tions, who were grossly addicted to idolatrous prao* 
tices. 

8. Abraham now takes a wife named Keturah, and, 
after providing for his children by her, dies in a good 
old age, being an hundred and seventy-five years old. 
He is buried by Sarah, his wife, in the cave of Mach- 
pelah. 

9. From his son Ishmael had sprung twelve princes, 
the heads of nations. Ishmael died at the a^ of an 
hundred and thirty-seven years, with his orothers 
gathered round his death-bed. 

10. Isaac had married Rebekah when he was forty 
years old, and for a long timfe the Lord withheld tha 
bleasinff of children from them. 

11. LsAU and Jacob are at length born to the prayers 
of Isaac. Before their birth it is shewn Rebekah, by 
the Almighty, that the children shall be two nations, 
of which one shall be stronger than the other, and 
that the elder shall serve the younger. 

12. Esau was a hairy man, red, beloved by his father, 
who eat of the produce of his hunting. Jacob, the 
favourite of his mother, was a plain man, dwelling iu 
tents, probably occupied as a herdsman or keeper of 
cattle. They were born about fifteen years before tlie 
death of their grandfather, Abraham. 

13. Esau, careless of the advantages to be derived 
from his birthright, aa chief of his father's house in all 
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luatters, as his fifst-bom son, barters tlus distinction 
vith Jacob for a mess of pottage. 

14. This is but too true and forcible a type of the 
reckless manner in which professinp^ Christians barter 
away their riffht« acquired through our Saviour, as 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, for the trifles and 
allurements of the world. 

15. A famine in the land causes Isaac to take up 
his abode among the Philistines, in the territories of 
Abihelkch, King of Gbrar. 

, 16. Fearing lest the men of the place should kill 
him, to obtain his beautiful wife Bebekah, he repre- 
sents her to be his sister, as his father Abraham had 
done with regard to Sarah in two separate instances. 

17. Abimelech, ascertaining that Kebbeah was in 
reality his wife, takes them under his protection ; €K>d's 
blessing rests on Isaac, and his vast possessions excite 
the envy of the Philistines. 

18. In consequence of a quarrel between his herds- 
men and the herdsmen of Gerar, about some wells 
that thev had digged, Isaac removes to Beer-sheba, 
where the Almighty appears to him by night, and con- 
firms the promises maae to Abraham, his father. 

19. Abimelech, seeing that the Lord was with Isaac, 
enters into a treaty of peace with him. Esau causes 
^ief tohis parents by marrying Judith and Bashemath, 
daughters of Heth. 

20. The infirmities of age had now gathered on 
Isaac, and he besought his son Esau to procure venison 
and dress it for him, that he might bless him before 
he died. 

21. But Jacob, aided by Bebekah his mother, who 
prepared savoury meat, such as Isaac loved, from a 
young kid, and disguised her son by putting the hairy 
skin over his smooth neck and hands^ deceives his 
father, and procures the blessing intended for the first- 
bom Esau. 

22. On Esau's return from hunting, the fraud prac- 
tised on Isaac is discovered, yet he blesses Esau, 
j>romimng plenty and abundance, and his release from 
the dominion of his brother. 

' 23» Esau twice supplanted, conceives hatred against 

Digitized byLaOOQlC 



22 SCBIPTURE HISTORY. 

his brother, and determines to kill him during t)}i9 dajs 
of mourning for his father ; but Eebekah seu^s Jagiib 
to Haran to her brother Labak, alleging as her reason 
to Isaac, that she feared lest Jacob should follow ]iis 
brother Esau's example and lake a wife of the daugh- 
ters of Heth. 

Notes Rebckah, Removed; Esau, A doer. lie was also called Edoit, 

Iied{ Jacob, d supplanter. It U not to |>e supposed that the Abin^elech 
mentioned as King of Gerar In Isaac's time, was the same who eptered 
hito a treaty with Abraham. Abimelech was probablv a commoii term 
for tlie Kings of Gerar, as was Pharaoh for the Kings of Egypt 



Section VII, (Genesis, ch. xxviiL— xxxi.) 

From Jacobus Journey to Haran to his Return from that 
Country. 

1. Jacob sets out for Padan-aram with his father's 
blessing, and a prayer that the promise made io Abra- 
ham might be fulfilled to Jacob and his posterity. 

2. Esau, seeing that his marriage with the daughters 
of Canaan was displeasing to Isaac, and that Jacob 
had gone to Padan-aram to obtain a wife of his father*s 
kindred, takes a third wife, Mahalath, tjie daughter of 
Ishmael. 

3. At a pity called Luz, Jacob sees a vision of angels 
ascending and descending on a Ladder set up on the 
earth, and the Lord standing above it, who calls him- 
self the Lord God of Abraham and Isaac, and promises 
to give him and his children the land on which he was, 
with continual protection during his wanderiogs. 

4. He again declares that in Jacob's descendants 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed \ viz., through 
Jesus Christ. 

5. On awakening, Jacob sets up the stone that had 
served him for a pillow as a memorial, and saying, ZToi^ 
dreadfvl is this place 1 this is none other hut the house 
of Ood, and this is the gate of heaven, he calls the name 
of the place Beth-!;l. 

6. To the well of Haran Jacob came at last, and, on 
inquiring for Laban, his daughter Bacbel is pointed 
out to him coming to the well with her father's sheep. 

7» He makes himeelf known to her, ajid she takes 
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him to her father's house ; Jacob, loving HACHBii, agreeii 
shortly after his arrival, to serve Laban seven years 
to obtain her for his wife. 

8. The seven years soon passed, and Jacob demniided 
his wife, the reward of his servitude. Laban prepares 
a marriage feast, but deceives Jacob, giving him his 
«lder daughter Leah, saying that it was ndt the custom 
of his country to give the younger before the first- 
born. 

9. Jacob agrees to serve another seven years for 
Each?l, and at the end of the term receives her as his 
wife. Labak gave Zilpah to Leah as a handmaid, and 
to Bachel he now gives Bilhah. 

10. Jacob had conceived a dislike to Leah from the 
imposition practised on him by Laban, but the Al^ 
MIGHTY gives her children ; and four sons, Beubbn, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah, are born of Leah. 

11. Rachel is childless, and complains bitterly j she 
gives Jacob her maid Bilhah as a wife, that Bilhah'i? 
children may be her children by adoption : of Bilhah 
are bom Dan and Naphtali. 

12. Leah, following her sister's example, gives Zilpah 
to Jacob, and of Zilpah are born Gad and Asher. 

13. Of Leah two sons are now born, Lssachar and 
Zebulon, .and a daughter whom she named Dinah. 
Joseph also is born of Rachel. 

14. Jacob now desires to retnm to his own plac^ 
and country with his wives and children ; but Laban, 
knowing that God was with Jacob,, is loth to let 
him go, and induces him to stay and serve him for 
wagea 

15. An agreement is made between them that the 
ring-straked, spotted, and speckled cattle should belong 
to Jacob, and, by an artifice, the feebler cattle &11 to 
Laban'8 share, and the stronger become the property 
of Jacob ; and his wealth in cattle, and maid-sei-vanta 
and meQ-servants, and camels and asses, greatly in- 
creases. 

16. Laban, jealous of Jacob's growing wealth, re- 
peatedly changes his wages, but the Lord still causes 
ilim to prosper ; seeing that Laban was moved with 
envy against him^ Jacob calls Leah and Rachel tp 
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him, and announces his intention of returning to liia 
father's land. 

17. God had also warned him in a vision that the 
time had come for him to return to the land of his 
kindred ; and at the time of sheep-shearing, during 
L Aran's absence, Jacob stole away, and fled with uU 
that he had towards the mount Gilead, 

18. When Jacob's depaitare was told to Laban, he 
pursued Jacob and overtook him in the moimt Gilead ; 
out being warned by God not to molest Jacob^ he 
merely reproaches him for quitting him so hastily, and 
for stealing his images, which had been taken and 
secreted by Bachel. 

19. Jacob speaks angrily to Laban, on account of 
his pursuit of him and the search for the images, and 
shows how faithfully he had served him for the space 
of twenty years, for his daughters and his cattle. 

20. Jacob and Laban enter into a covenant on the 
mount Gilead, to do no harm or wrong to each other 
for the time to come ; they raise a heap of stones on the 
mount, and eat upon the heap, which is called Jeoar- 
Sahadutha by Laban^ and Galbsd by Jacob, also 

MiZPAH, 

21. After a solemn sacrifice has been offered by 
Jacob, they remain in the mount during the night ; and 
on the following day, Laban, having taiken leave of his 
sons and daughters and blessed them, returns to his 
own place* 

NoTn.— BiTQEt, Th» IToute qf Ood; Rachel, A theep ; Lbab, Wtaryt 
ZtLPAH, Contempt; UiLHAU, Troubltdi Rkubsn, Behold a Son; Simbom, 
Jlearinif; Lbti, Joined; Jddah, Fraiu; Dav, Judging; NArHTALi, i/y 
wratHng; Oad, A troop; Assn, ffappp; Imaobab, Hire; Zkbulon, 
Dwdling; Dcnah, Judgment; Joseph, Adding, 

The Images stolen tvom Laban by Rachel, are sappoMd to hare been 
fmaU flgores of predoos metal, used for the pnrpose of divination. 



Section VIIL— (^©n««*, ch. zzzii. — xxxvii.) 

From Jacoli'e Departvre from Haran to the JSale of 
Joseph, 

1. On his Way, Jacob Is met by the angels of God, 
and saying, 77Ut U GocTi hoU^ h^ calls the nam^ of that 
plaoo MAHAiriiiiCr 
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2. He remembers that he is coming near the land of 
Seiu, the possession of his brother ISau ; and fearing 
that he may still cherish anger against him, on account 
of his deceit in obtaining the blessing intended for 
Esau, he sends him messengers with the news of his 
return, seeking to find grace in Esau's sight. 

3. They rethm, and tell him that Esau is on his way 
to meet him with a company of four hundred men. 

4. Dreading the resentment of Esau, he divides his 
people and cattle into two bands, sending one before 
him in advance, that, if Esau smite that, the other may 
escape ; he also utters a prayer to God for protection, 
the first prayer i*ecoi*ded in the Holt Bible. 

5. During the halt for the night on the banks of the 
brook Jabbok, Jacob prepares a present of cattle for 
KsAU and sends them forward ; then in the night he 
causes his wives and children, and all that he had, to 
cross the ford, and he himself is left alone. 

6. Here a strange thing occurs : a man appears, and 
irrestles with Jacob until the breaking of the day. 

7. Finding that he cannot overcome him, the angel, 
who had assumed the form of a man, touches Jacob's 
thigh miraculously, causing a certain sinew in the thigh 
to shrink. 

8. He wishes to escape from Jacob's grasp^ but he 
will not loose his hold without a blessing from the an- 
gel, who changes his name from Jacob to Isbael, and 
blesses him there ; to the place where this occurrence 
happened, Jacob gave the name Pekiel. , 

9. On going forward to his company he finds himself 
lame, halting upon his thigh ; on account of this cir- 
cumstance tne Jews always abstain from eating the 
sinew which shrank, having it carefully removed from 
the meat which is slaughtered for them. 

10. The meeting which Jacob dreaded now takes 
place, the brothers meet with a fsiir show of bro- 
therly a£feotion; and, on Jacob's earnest entreaty, 
'Ebaxj accepts the present offered him by his brother. 

11. Esau wishes his brother to journey onwards 
with him, but Jacob excuses himself on account of his 
diildreo and cattle, and Esau retun^ that day to 
HouirrSsxB. 
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12. After resting at Succoth, Jacob readies Suechem 
ill safety, and there purchases a piece of land of the 
children of Hamor, Shechem's father, on which he 
builds an altar, calling it Elelohe-Israel. 

13. A sad episode in Jacob's life occurred during his 
residence near Shechem. Hamor's son, Shechem, the 
prince of the country, had wrongfully treated Dinah, 
Jacob's daughter ; but he loved her, and desired to 
make her his wife. 

14. Hamor comes to Jacob and entreats him to give 
Dinah in marriage to Shechem, and expresses a desire 
for his people to enter into close alliance with Jacob 
and his sons. 

15. Consent is given, on condition of the men of 
Shechem undergoing the right of circumcision ; but, 
when this was done, Simeon and Levi came upon them 
and slew every male, and the sous of Jacob plundered 
the city, taking Dinah from Shechem's house. 

16. This outrage caused Jacob much trouble; for he 
feared the vengeance of the tribes that dwelt in tho 
land. 

17. In obedience to God's command, Jacob leaves 
Shechem and goes to Beth-el; first causing his house- 
hold to give up their strange gods, probably those which 
Rachel stole from Laban, and their ear-rings, which 
he hides under the oak by Shechem. 

18. And to Luz, or Beth-el, Jacob and his family 
came, the Almighty protecting them from pursuit. 

19. At Beth-el -w^ learn that Deborah, Rebekah's 
nurse, died, and that she was buried at Beth-el under 
an oak, called in consequence Allon-bachuth, which 
means, The oak of weeping . 

20. At Beth-el God again appears to Jacob, con- 
firming the promises made to Abraham and Isaac, and 
calling him Israel, the name given to Jacob by the* 
angel who wrestled with him at Peniel. 

21. Near Ephrath, or Beth-lehem, Rachel feives 
birth to another son, and dies ; in her death-agony she 
names him Ben-oni, but Jacob calls him Benjamin. 
Rachel was buried near Bbth-llIiEM, and her tomb 
is shewn to this day on the road between Beth-lehem 
and Jerusalem^ 
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22. At )ast Jacob comes tp M^mre, to his aged 
fatlier, Isaac. It seems that the patriiirch had but 
lingered on earth to see the children of bis son, and 
then died, being an hundred and eighty years old, and 
was b^ried by Esau and Jacob. 

23. After the death of Isaac the possessions and 

to a great extent, 
it for their cattle ; 
» Mount Seir and 

is also called, the 

them frequently 

:iuct people, until 

labit Arabu, and 

in in the land of 
< cupation of shep- 

26. Certain occurrences had caused his brethren to 
view Joseph with envy and hatred. He had excited 
this ill-feeling against him, through acquainting his 
lather with some of the evil practices of the sous of 
Bilhah and Zilpah, his brethren ; his father, too, 
loved him more than the rest of his children, and had 
shewn his preference by making him a coat of many 
colours. 

27. The mention of two dreams that Joseph had 
drieamed cause4 them to hate him still more. The 
obeisance of his brethren's sheaves to his sheaf, and the 
bowing down of the sun, moon, and eleven stara to him, 
foretold }iis future superiority over them, excited their 
bitter envy, and caused even his father to rebuke 
him. 

28. One day his father sent him to seek news of his 
brethren, who were feeding their flocks in S^hecbe'u ; 
finding that they had left Ithat place for Dothan, he 
followed them. 

29. On seeing him approaching, they conspire to 
slay him ; but aeupen is auxious to save hipii that he 
may bring him to Israel again, and persuades them 
to cast him into a pit close by. 

30. A company of Isbmaelit^ai happened. to pass 
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sliortly after, on their way from Gilead to Ear ft, 
with merchandise. 

31. By the advice of Judah, Joseph is sold by his 
brethren to the traders, the merchants of Midian, for 
twenty pieces of silver, and by them he is carried into 
Egypt. 

32. RET7BEN had been absent daring this transaction, 
and his sorrow at not finding him in the pit is great. 
On their return, the sons of Israel brin^ Joseph's 
coat stained with the blood of a kid ; and Jacob, ima- 
gining that his favourite son had been torn in pieces 
by wild beasts, mourns for him, refusiug all comfort. 

33. But Joseph is brought to Egypt, and is sold as a 
slave by the Midianites to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh's 
officers, and tlie captain of the guard. 

Notes.— Dbborir, A teord orabn; Beth-lehbu, The house of bread i 
Ben-omi, Son of my sorrow f Benjamiit, Son <if the right hand. 



Section IX. — {Oenesis, ch. xxxviii, — xlv.) 

From the Arrival of Joseph in Egypt to the Coming of 
Jacob. 

1. GoD^s blessing rests on Joseph, a slave in a strange 
land ; he prospers, and the Lord causes the Egyptian, 
his master, to prosper also for Joseph's sake. 

2. But his master's wife tempts him to sin against 
God, and wrong his master ; and, when she finds her- 
self unable to make him do evil to please her, sho 
f-ilsely accuses him to his master. 

3. Joseph is cast into prison with the king's prisoners; 
but even there the favour of Gk)D rests on him, and his 
jailer trusts the entire care of the prison and the 
prisoners to Joseph's hand. 

4. In the house of the captain of the guard, the chief 
butler and chief baker of Pharaoh, the fcng of Egypt, 
were imprisoned. 

5. One day Joseph finds them downcast and sad ; 
and, on inquiring the reason, finds that their dejection 
is caused by certain dreams which they had dreamed, 
the meaning of which they could uot disoOYcr through 
apj lnteri»:eter of dreama^ 
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6* Joseph, remiuding them that inierpretaiionB be- 
long to GrOD, bids them tell him their dreams. 

7. The chief butler had dreamed that be saw a viae 
with three branches, that budded, blossomed, and bore 
ripe clusters of grapes, and that he pressed their juice 
into Pharaoh^s cup, and gave the cup into Pharaoh's 
hand. 

8. From this dream Joseph predicted his restoration 
to Pharaoh*8 favour and liis former office within 
three days ; and he begs the chief butler to remember 
liim, and acquaint Pharaoh with his hard case, as a 
slave stolen from among the Hebrews, and imprisoned 
for no wrong. 

9. The chief baker, encouraged by the favourable in- 
terpretation of the chief butler's dream, tells Joseph 
that lie thought he saw himself with three white 
baskets on his head, with baked meats for Pharaoh, 
and that the birds eat the meat from the baskets. 

10. To the chief baker, Joseph predicts his death 
within three days. And on the third day, which hap- 
pened to be Pharaoh's birthday, these interpretations 
of the dreams of the chief butler and chief baker were 
accomplished. 

11. But the chief butler forgot Joseph, and for two 
long and weary years the son of Jacob languished in 
prison. 

12. The time of Joseph's advancement was at hand, 
and he who had entered Egypt as a captive was to bo 
raised to power, to prepare for the entrance of his 
brethren into Egypt, in accordance with the prophecy 
of their long sojourn and captivity in that land, spoken 
by God to Abraham in a vision of the night. — See 
Genesis, ch. xv, 

13. Two dreams had troubled Pharaoh's mind, and 
there were none that could interpret them ; this brought 
.TosEPH to the recollection of the chief butler, and he 
told Pharaoh what had happened when he and the 
chief baker were in prison with Joseph. 

14.- Pharaoh immediately sends for him, and relates 
his dreams of the seven fat kine tiiat were eaten by 
the seven lean kine, and the seven full cai*s tliat were 
devoured by the seven withered ears. 
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of Joseph had provided for the Egyptian^, and he 
opened the storehouses and sold to them ; and all coun- 
tries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy com, because 
the famine was so sore, in all lands. 

20. In Canaai^, the famine pressed on jAcx)B and his 
household ; but the report oi abundance of corn in 
Egypt had reached him, ^nd he sends all his sons, with 
the exception of Benjamin, to buy corn in Egypt. 

21. Joseph recognises his brethren andspeaks roughly 
to them, accusing tliem of being spies sent to see in 
what, condition Egypt was at that terrible time of 
hunger and distress in all lands. 

22. They tell him that th^v are sons of one man in 
the land of Canaan ; that they had another brother 
who has ceased to exist, as they suppose, and that the 
youngest of the family is with their father. 

23. But Joseph feigns to doubt their storjr, and puts 
them in prison for three days ; then, confessmg that he 
fears God, he consents to allow them to return to 
Canaan with food, if they will leave one of their num- 
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ber in Joseph's custody, and come again to EcJt^T urihg- 
ing ^ith them Benjamin, his mother Eachel's son. 

24. Remorse for their treatment of Joseph how 
stings their souls, and they acknowledge thai their 
present distress is a just puhishment for their guilty 
conduct : Simeon is taken from them, and bound before 
their eyes. 

25. On their way to Canaan, one of thenl, bpening 
his sack, finds his hioney therein, which had been 
restored by Joseph's order ; and, when they have arrived 
at their father's abode, they find that the whole amount 
takeii to btiy com has been returned, which causes 
them to fear greatly. 

26. They tell Jacob all that has happened, and en- 
treat him . to send Benjamin to Egypt with them, 
Reuben offering his two sons in pledge for his brother's 
life ; but Jacob refuses to let him go, mourning sorely 
for the loss of Joseph and Simeon, little expecting to 
see either of them again. 

27. The households of Jacob and his sons again want 
com, and at length Israel consents to let Benjamin 
go with his brothers, Jttoah becoming surety for him : 
they depart a second time for Egypt, carrying a present 
for Joseph and double money, fearing that the price of 
the food previously purchased had been returned unin- 
tentionally. 

28. On their arrival the men are brought into Joseph's 
house, and they fear that he will find an excuse, on 
account of the money that was returned, to take them 
for bondmen ; but the steward re-assures them, saying 
that he had their money, and that God had given them 
trefisure in.their sacks. 

2D. Simeon is brought out to them, and at noon the 
brothers are led into Joseph's presence, who earnestly 
inquires for the old man theit father. 

80. He also longed to welcome Benjamin with a 
brother's affection, and left them to weep ; then they 
dine with him and are merry, marvelling because they 
are seated according to their birthright, and that 
Benjamin is treated with considerable distinction. 

31. On the morrow they set out for Canaan, but 
they are brought back shortly after quitting Joseph's 
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abode, on a chargo of stealing his cup, wbicli had been 
placed by his orders in Bbnjauin*s sack. 

32. They return in sorrow, and are brought before 
Joseph, who claims Benjamin as his slave, in requital 
for the breach of hospitality ; but Judah entreats for 
the release of the lad, shewing the misery his loss wouM 
bring on his father, and offers to become Joseph's 
bondman in Benjauim*s place. 

33. And now Joseph can no longer refrain from 
making himself known to them ; and causing all except 
his brethren to quit the place in which they s^od, he 
says that he is tfosEPH, inquiring for hia fiither with 
weepinpf. 

33. His brethren are troubled ; but he comforts them, 
showing that God had sent him to Egypt to provide 
for them during the time of the famine that He was 
about to send on the earth. 

34. The news of the presence of Joseph's brethren 
reaches Pharaoh, and he bids Joseph send his brethren 
to bring their father, their wives and little ones, into 
Egypt, promising that they shall live in Egypt, and eat 
of the fat of the land. 

35. To his brethren Joseph gives presents, and sends 
wagons to bring his father out of Canaan, and bread 
and meat for his father by the way. 

36. The welcome and unexpected intelligence is 
brought to Jacob, that Joseph is alive and governor 
over all the land of Egypt ; he is overcome with mingled 
doubt and hope, but the sight of the wagons assures 
him of the truth of their good tidings. 

37. And Israel said. It is erwugh: ^o'sssiSL^ my sorif is 
yet alive ; I will go mid see him before I die. The long 
lost son mourned as dead, torn and mangled by some 
savage beast, was by God's providence viceroy of 
Egypt, and the saviour of his father's house. 

Notes.— Zaphkatb-Paanbah, Saviour of the world ; Asbkatb, Peril, 
Makasscb, Forgetting ; EpamAiu, Fruit/ui, 
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Section X. — {Oenesis, ch. xlvi — 1.) 

from the Comhig of Jacob into Egypt^ to the Death of 
Joseph, 

1. Ox quitting Canaan, Israel 8ta3r8 at Beer-sreba, 
and offers sacrifices to Almighty €(od, who speaks to 
bim in a dream, and bids him go without fear into 
Egypt, promising the future prosperity of his race. 

2. Jacob and his sons then enter Egypt with all their 
wealth and possessions, siztyHsix men, women, and 
children in number, which, with Joseph's lamUy, made 
the number of Jacob's house in Egypt seventy souls, 

3. They come to the land of CtOSHEn, which had been 
promised them by Joseph as their place of abode ; there 
Joseph meets his father, worn by trouble and aged, 
prepared to welcome death as soon as he had seen his 
iavourite son alive once more. 

4. Joseph directs his brethren to say that they are 
shepherds, in answer to Pharaoh's inquiry respecting 
their occupation, and to ask permission to dwell in the 
Lnnd of Goshen, which was well adapted for cattle, 

6. Permissiou is given them, by Pharaoh, to take 
the land of Goshen as their place of residence, in the 
land of Baheses, and they are provided with food by 
Joseph. 

6. The Egyptians successively give up their cattle 
and land to Joseph for food ; he also provides them 
with seed to sow their lands, reserving a fifth part of 
the produce for Pharaoh. 

7. Meanwhile the Israelites dwelt in Goshen, in- 
•creasing in numbers and possessions ; but the closing 
scene of Jacob's life was at hand, and^ calling Joseph 
to his dying bed, he made him swear to bury him at 
Machpelah with Abraham and Isaac, his fathers. 

8. Sickness and blindness fall on Jacob, and, knowing 
that his end was near, he calls Joseph and briefly re- 
lates passages in his history, adopting Joseph's sons, 
Ephbaim and Manasseh. 

9. He blesses Joseph and his sons, putting the 
younger son Ephraim before the elder Manasseh, 
prophesying that Ephraim should become a multitude 
equations. 

P 
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10. He also tells Joseph that God shiiU restore his 
posterity to Canaan, and gives Joseph a portion of 
land that he had taken from the Amorite. Dr. Kitto 
supposes this to have been the land which Jacob bought 
of Hamor, as it fell to the inheritance of Ephraih and 
MANAssEBt, and Joseph himself was buried there. 

11. And now the sons of Jacob gather round him, 
and blessing some, reproving others, he reads the fu- 
ture lot of their descendants ; to JvDAB he gives tlie 
pre-emiuetice, declaring that the sceptre should not 
depart from his tribe until Shiloh come ; his birth- 
right, as kitig and priest of his people, is taken from 
Reubfn, and given to Judah and Levi. 

12. from Judah, David was descended, and from 
one of his tribe our Saviottr Jesus Christ was born. 
The priesthood was given to the tribe of Lavi^ and al- 
ways remained with them. 

13. And Jacob died at the age of ftn hundred and 
forty-seven years, aftet charging his sons to bury hitn 
in the cave of Machpelah with Abraham, Barah, 
Isaac, Eebekah, and Leah. 

14. Israel's body is embalmed^ and he is mourned 
for by the Egyptians, and is carried to his burying- 
f >lace attended by his sons and a numerous retintle of 
Egyptians. The company make lamentation for hitH 
at the threshing-floor of Arad, which is afterwards 
called Abel-mizraim by the Canaanites. 

15. As their father is dead, Joseph's brethren fear 
that he will revenge, himself on them for the wrong 
they had done him in selling him to the merchants of 
Midian ; but their praver for forgiveness is frSely 
granted bv Joseph, and he and his brethren d w6U in 
peace in tne land of Egypt. 

16. At the age of an hundred and ten years Joseph 
dies, after seeing his children's children of the third 
generation. He also made the Israelites promise to 
carry his remains with them to Canaan when Qon 
should visit them, and bring them out of Egypt to the 
promised land of their inheritance. 

- Note8.~BEB»-niBBA, WeO qf the Oath i Qoshik, Approachuig; Shi;.ob. 
Sent; V AVID, Beloved, dear. 
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PART U.-EXOI)US. 



Section I. — {Exodut^ ch. L— iv.) 

From the Death ofJo$e]oh to the Iteturn of Moses from 
Midiath, 

1. Many years passed aftef the coming of Jacob 
and the patriarchs into Egypt; of that generation 
nothing was left but the embalmed remains of Joseph, 
which the Israelites had ^orn to him, when alive, to 
carry with them when GoD should bring them out of 
Egypt. 

2. Daring their sojourn in the land, the Seventy 
souls of Jacob's household had increased into a rast 
multitude, a mighty nation ; and the King of EgyPt^ 
fearing that their numbers might induce them to re- 
volt against his authority, reduced them to a state of 
slavery. 

3. Thev were compelled to labour In the fields and 
to make bricks ; they built the treasure eities, Pithom 
and Baahses, for Phabaoh. 

4. Eagerlr desirous of stopping the rapid increase of 
the tribes of Isbael^ Pharaoh orders the sons that are 
bom of Israelitish women to be cast into the Nil% 
but the daughters to be pt^served alire. 

5. At this crisis, Mo^es, the inspired writ^f of the 
Pentateuch, the future lawgiver and leader of Gon'd 
people, was bom ; his father Amrah was a grandson ot 
the patriarch Levi, and his mother Jochbbbd also be* 
longed to that tribe. 

6. JocHEBED hid her child until she could lio longet 
conceal his Existence ; she then exposed him in a basket 
of rushes on the river s bank among the flags. 

7. His sister Mirtam was keeping watch to see what 
would happen to the child ; presently Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter, walkmg by the river side, sees the basket, and, 
moved by the crying of the child, takes compassion on 
his helpless condition. 

<) tiiBiAH now offers to proeure a Hebrew nu 
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him, and feUhes Jochebed, who brings up h«r own 
ehihl as the adopted son of a princess of Piiaraou's 
house ; she names him Moses. 

9. Still the Egyptians sorely pressed the Hebrews ; 
and, in avenging the wronors inflicted on one of his 
brethren by an Egyptian, Moses slew the oppressor, 
and hid the body in the sand. 

10. The act had been witnessed by a Hebrew whom 
Moses found auarrellin|; with one of his brethren ou 
the following day ; to his endeavour to reconcile them, 
the Hebrew replied with a taunt respecting the slaugh- 
ter of the £g3rptian by Moses. 

11. The rumour of the detfi soon reached Pharaoh's 
ears, and Moses fled in fear into the land of Midian. 

12. An act of courtesy to the daughters of Jethro, 
priest of Midian, introduces Moses to his notice ; he re- 
eeiyes the furtive, and gives him his daughter Zifpo- 
RAH in marriage. 

13. And now the Israelites, worn by suffering, cry 
to QoD for release from bondage ; and remembering 
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He de- 
termines to release them. 

14. To Moses, wandering near Horeb with Jethro's 
flock, the angel of God appeared in a burning bush, 
and €h>D calls him, and declares that Hb wul now 
deliver his people, and bring them to the promised 
l^nd. 

15. €k)D further appoints Moses as His instrument 
to bring the children of Israel out of Eotpt, promising 
that the elders of Israel shall heai'ken unto him ; that 
He will smite Egypt with his wonders until Pharaoh 
shall consent to let them go ; and that, on quitting 
Egypt, the Israelites shall carry away much treasure 
of the Egyptians. 

16. GrOD also fi^ives Moses certain simis whereby he 
may convince tne Israelites of his Divine mission ; 
changing his rod into a serpent, causing his hand to 
become leprous, and telling him if they believe not 
these tokens, that water taken from the river shall be- 
come blood when poured upon the ground. 

17. Yet Moses is unwilling to ^o, asserting his want 
of eloquence t^nd slow^^ess pf speecli -, but God appoInt3 
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Aaron his brother as his spokesman to the people, niid 
bids Moses take his rod in his hand, wherewith he 
may do signs. 

18. Immediately Moses returns to Egtft, and is 
met on hifl way by Aaron at Qod*s command ; on their' 
arrival the brothers gather the children of Israel, and 
they believed that the Lord had remembered His peO- 
pie when they saw the signs which MosRS did, and 
heard the narrative of , God's appearance to Moses 
from Aaron's lips. 

Notes.— MosBS, Drawn out; Aurait, An exaUed people ; Jocdsb£I>, 
Oloruma, honouraMe; HiUAy, Exalted; Zipposab, Beauty; Aakun, 
£<{/ly, or a teacher. 



Section II. — {Exodus^ ch. v. — xii.) 

From the Return of Moses from Midian to t/^ Deliver* 
ance of God^s People. 

1. Then Moses and Aaron in God's name demand 
the liberation <^ the Israelites, that they may go into 
the wilderness and worship the Lord God. 

2. Pharaoh refuses to let the people depart, and, 
blaming Moses and Aaron for hindering the Israelites 
in their daily labour, gives orders to his officers to in^^ 
crease the severity of their toil. 

3. The Israelites, unable to fulfil their daily tasks, 
complain that Moses and Aaron have brought fuHher 
haroships upon them ; and to Moses's remonstrance 
with God, that he had not delivered His people at all, 
God declares by His name Jehovah, that He will fulfil 
all His promises, and bring the Israelites out of Eotpt 
with a mighty arm* 

4. The Israelites, on account of their anguish, refuse 
to hearken to Moses, and he reasons wiui Gob that 
there is no hope of Pharaoh's hearing him when his 
brethren turn irom him ; but the Almiohtt announced 
bis intention of hardening Pharaoh's heart, and work- 
ing wonders in the land until the Egtftians should 
know that He was the Lord. 

6. Again the brothera stand before Pharaoh, a** ' 
his demand for a mii*acle to prove that they 
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acting umler Pi vine authority, Aarok's rod is ehaugetl 
to a serpent at Moass s word^ in obedience to God's 
corauiaud. 

6. But |he rods of the magicians of Egypt become 
serpents fit their bidding ; and, although Aaron's rod 
swallowed their rods, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, and 
he refuses to let the people go. 

7. God th^n commences to work a se|*ies of fbarful 
wonders in the laud ; at his command Moses stretches 
his rod over the waters of EoYFr, and they all become 
blood and stink, the fish perish, and the Egyptians are 
unable to drink of tho waters. 

8. But the magicians also turn water into blood by 
their enchantments, and Pharaoh's heart remains har- 
dened against the miracle wrought by the servant of 
Almighty GfoD. 

9. The land is smitten with a second plague : Aarok 
at God's bidding stretches hi^ rod over the waters, antl 
myriads of frogs cover the land, and pollute every |;hing 
upou if;. 

10. But Mosss and Aaron entreat liie Lord for the 
removal of the plague at Pharaoh's urgent request, 
nnd promise to let the people go } the frogs die, but 
Pharaoh, seeing that there was respite, agai|i refuses 
to pe?mil the departui*e of the Israentes. 

11. The plagues of lice and flies follow ; but the ma- 
giciant^ f^l though able to produce frpgs, cannot imitate 
tliese miracles, and confess that they are wrought by 
the ^ngei: of God : Pharaoh again consents to allow 
the Israelites to go into the wilderness to sacrifice, but, 
when the flies are removed, he refuses to keep his 
promise. 

12. Foiu* plagues are past, but the land must labour 
under siic visitations of the Divine power more ter- 
rible tha?i these. 

13. A mnrrain breaks out among the cattle, and 
horses, oxeut camels, asses, and sheep perish, yet the 
cattle in Goshen are preserved. Next, the Egyptians 
thepselyes are afflicted with a plague of boils and 
blains breaking out on man and beast. 

14. To Pharaoh, steeling his heart against these 
terrors, MosBS says that God is yet determined to 
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sbow his power in him, that his namo may be dodared 
throughout all the earth, and he predicts a grievous 
hail apd storm on the followinff day. 

16, Op the morrow hail and fire fell fVom heaven, 
smiting man and beast, destroying the herbs of the 
field, hui breaking the trees ; but there was no hail in 
GosHiBif, pind the cattle and servants of the Egyptians 
who believed Moses, and caused them to take sneller 
in the house, were preserved. 

16, The flax and barley were smitten, but the 
wheat iwd rye, which were not yet grown, were pre- 
served. 

n. The plague of thunder and hail ceases at Fha- 
BA0^*8 entreaty, but, when danger is past, his heart 
proves as hard and impenitent as before. 

18, The Almiohtt now threatens the land with a 
plaguy of locusts, and FHARA6H,by the persuasion of 
his servants, consents to let the men of Israel go ; but 
Moans demands that all shall depart, with their cattle 
and possessions, and he is driven from Pharaoh's pre- 
Sfnee. 

19, Moses stretches forth his rod over the land, and 
the locusts are brought by the east wind ; they consume 
every thing that is green in the land, grass, herbs, 
fruit, and leaves. 

20. But even this will not suffice ; for, when the lo- 
custs are removed and swept into the Bed Sea by the 
west wind, Pharaoh still refuses to let the people go, 
although he had but just before confessed his grievous 
sin agamst God, 

21. A fearful darkness now overspreads the laud, 
darkness which may be felt ; and Pharaoh, sending to 
MosES, bids all the Israelites go to serve God in the 
wilderness, but without their flocks and herds. 

22. But MosES urges the necessity of the Israelites 
quitting Egypt with all their possessions, and Pharaoh 
orders nim from his presence, threatening him with 
death should he again come before him ; Moses leaves 
him in anger, after predicting the death of the first- 
born throughout the land, and that the Egyptians 
should beseech the Israelites to quit their country. 

23, God's ordinances respecting the conmienceir 

Digitized byLaOOQlC 



40 SORIPTUAE HISTOllY. 

of the y^ar, and the institution of the passover, are 
now delivered to Moses and Aabon. 

24. On the tenth day of the month unleavened 
bread is prepared, and a lamb slain in each family or 
neighbouring households, according to their number, 
and the blood of the lamb is sprinkled on the lintels 
and side-posts of the doors, as a sign to the destroying 
angel of the Lord to distinguish the dwellings of the 
LoRD*speople from the houses of the Egyptians. 

25. Tlie Israelites are commanded to keep this feast 
as a memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt by thfe 
LoiiD God. 

26. At midnight the Alhightt brings the last and 
most terrible of the ten plagues on the imhappy inhabit 
tants of EoYFT r all the first-born in the land are slain, 
from the highest in the realm to tho captive in the 
dungeon, and the first-born of the cattle that remain 
are slain also. 

27. The time of deliverance had come, the end of 
their long sojourn of four hundred and thirty years in 
EoTFT had arrived, and the hosts of the Lord went 
forth from the land of their captivity ; for Pharaoh had 
risen in haste and sent for their leaders, and bid thenk 
go forth from among his people. 

28. The Egyptians themselves besought them to has* 
ten, and in haste did the Israelites go out from Egypt, 
with ^old and silver and raiment that they had bor-^ 
rowed from the people, and they spoiled the Eg3rptianS 
of their wealth and possessions. 

29. In this night, a night ever to be kept in special 
remembrance, six hundred thousand men, besides 
women and children, and flocks and herds, the descen- 
dants of Jacob, went forth from Egypt, and they jour- 
neyed from Baheses to Suogoth. 



Section 111.— {Exodus, ch. xiil— xvii.) 

From the Deliverance of OocTs People to the Defeat of 
Amale/s in Rephidxm, 

1. The first-bom of man and beast are to be sancti- 
fied to the Lord, and God sti'iotly enjoins the obaer- 
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Tance of the passover as a memorial of the deliverance 
of the children of Israel out of the house of bondage. 

2. The AwiQHTT would not lead his people through 
the territory of the Philistines lest they should return 
to Egypt, fearing to fight with those who should op- 
pose them; for the people had grown timid through 
their long captivity, ana were unaccustomed to resist 
their enemies. 

3. He led them therefore by the wilderness of the 
Ked Sea, and, in remembrance of their oath, the Israel- 
ites take the bones of Joseph with them. 

4. They journey from Succoth, and encamp in 
Etham at the close of the next day's march ; and the 
Lord guides them by day and night in the way they 
should ^o, by a pillar of cloud or a pillar of fire moving 
before them. 

5. Next they encamp by Gk)D's command before 
Pi-HAHiROTH, between Miodol and the sea, over 
against Baal-Zephok. 

6. Here they are overtaken by the pursuing hosts of 
the Egyptians; for Pharaoh and his people had 
ah*eady repented of letting the Israelites go out of cap- 
tivity, and had hastened with a numerous army and 
chariots of war to cokne up with them, and compel them 
to retiirn into slavery. 

7. When they see that they are pursued, the people 
murmur against Moses ; but he encourages them, bid- 
ding them stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, 
for He would fight for them. 

8. God places the pillar of the cloud between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites ; it lights the latter on . 
their way to the Bed Sea, it hinders the former from 
the pursuit by casting darkness around them. 

9. Early next morning the Israelites reach the 
shores of the Bed Sea, and a passage is miraculously 
opened for them through its waters : they pass through 
in safety, but the Egyptians, rushing blindly on in pur- 
suit, are overwhelmed by the returning waves and are 
all drowned ; there remained not so much as one of 
them. 

10. This signal mark of God's favour caused the If- 
raelites to fear the Lord and believe His word, an^' 
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gut faith iu Moses ; aud Mos^ nnd thft I^F^lltea, and 
[31AM nud the women, celebmte Gop's judgWPi^t and 
triumph with songs and timbrels ai^d daqo^ 

11. From the Sbd S^a, they joprney three days in 
the wilderness of Shur without water i at Marah 
water is found but it is bitter, aDd the people murmur 
against Moass. 

12. In answer to Moses's cry for God's direction, th^ 
Lord shows him a tree, and by casting thi9 into the 
waters they are sweetened i and at Marah, God 
proved the people, and promised them bis protection 
if they would do that which was rights and l^eep his 
cmnmandmeuts. 

13. From Mara^ they come to SI'IH and encamp 
by the waters there ) and from £lih they enter the 
wilderness of SiK, between Elih and Sinai, on the fif- 
teenth day of the second month after leaving Eotpt. 

14. There the people in a body, hankering after the 
food they had left m Egtft, murmur against MosBS 
and AAtiQ^r for want of bread. 

15. Quails, and a substance which the Israelites 
named manna, are sent by Gk)D to serve as food ; and of 
this manna the children of Israrl eat during the forty 
years that they wandered in the wilderness, before 
comins^to the land of Canaan. 

16. With the gift of manna, sent daily, a strict ob- 
servance of the seventh day was enjoined ; on the sixth 
day they were to collect a double quantity, and that 
preserved its sweetness for the seventh ; bt^t any that. 
WAS left on any day of the week to the day following, 
bred worms and stank. 

17. An omer was filled with mnnna and preserved, 
that future generations might see the bread with 
which God fed their fathers in the wihleruess, 

18. At Bephidih the people agaiu murmur for 
water, chiding with Mosbs ; but God shows him a rock 
in HoRBB, and bids him strike it with hw rod, where- 
upon abundance of water gushed forth, and God*s 
doubting people were satisfied. 

19. This place was called Massah and Meribah by 
M0SS8, because the people chode with him, and tempt- 
ed the Lord, saying, Is the Lord among ns, or not f 
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§0. Here Amalbk attacked Ishasl, and was dis- 
comfited by Joshua aud a chosen band; Moses 
stretching forth his hands, holding the rod of Qod, tliat 
Israel might prevail ; and Aaron and Hur sustain- 
ing his arms when weariness caused them to sink, and 
allowed Amalek to conquer for a whil^, 

21. This was the first battle Israel fought with 
their enemies after leaving Eot?t ; and Moses built 
there an altar and called it Jbhoyah-nissi, for the 
Lord had sworn war against Amalek from generation 
to generation. 

KoTBf.— Mabab, Biiter; Massab, Temptation; Mbbibab, Dispute. 



Seotiom lY.'—(£xodus, ch. xviiL^-^uLxi.) 

From the Defeat of AmcUek in Bephidim tg the Giving of 
thefifit Tablet to Mose$. 

1. Mosss, by the advice of. Jethrq, th^ priest of 
MiDiAN, who had brought Zipporah aud her two sous 
to him, appoints men as rulers and judges oyer the Is- 
raelites to decide matters of minor importance, reser-r 
ving to himself ^he right of pronpuncipg judgment in 
hard causes, 

2. From Bephidim the Israelites come to the wilder* 
ness of Sinai ; there Gk>D speaks to Moses, enjoining 
him to summon the Israelites, at)d bid them keep his 
covenant and promises, to speak with hin^ ip tho 
hearing of the people. 

3. On the third day thunders and lightning, earth- 
quakes and the sound of the trumpet, announce the 
presence of the ALMiaHTT on Mount Sinai, and the 
people are led to the foot of the mount to hearken to 
the voice of God, Moses and Aaron alone going up to 
the top of the mountain. 

4. And then the ten commandments, th^ rule and 
measure of our duty towards God and man, are spojten 
to the people, who remove from the mount with fear 
and trembling, entreating Moses to speak with God for 
them lest they should die. 
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5. Injunctiona are then given respecting idolatrous 
worship, and the method to be used in building altars 
on which to offer sacrifice to God ; laws are also given 
respecting servants, the crime of murder, injuries of 
various kinds, stealing and selling men as slaves, and 
fcjnful behaviour to parents. 

6. Then follow laws with respejct to theft and tres- 
pass, usury and pledges ; men are enjoined to be kind 
to the fatherless, and widows, and strangers, and to 
reverence those that are set in authority over 
them. 

7. False reports and unjust judgments are to be 
avoided ; the seventh day and seventh year are to 
be strictly kept as seasons of rest for man and for the 
ground ; the three great feasts are enjoined, all the 
males of Israel appearing thrice every year biefore the 
Lord at the time of their celebration. 

8. An angel is promised to lead the people into the 
promised land, the inhabitants of which are to be ut- 
terly destroyed ; the Israelites, moreover, are scrupu- 
lously to avoid serving their gods, lest it prove a snare 
to them. 

9. Then Moses, Aaron, Kadab, and Abihit, with 
seventy of the elders of Israel, are summoned to 
come up unto the Lord. They go up after sacrifices 
have been made and obedience promised by the people ; 
there they saw the Gk)D o7 Israel, ana did eat and 
drink. 

10. That is to say, that they saw the glory of God on 
the mount in exceeding brilliancy, not God himaeU, far 
110 man hath seen God at any time. 

11. Moses and Joshua go up into the mount to re- 
ceive the tables of stone, and the law, leaving Aaron, 
IIuR, and the elders to rule over the people ; there 
Moses remained forty days, and the visible presence 
of God on the mount was like devouring fire in the 
sight of the Isra 

12. During his sojourn in the mount, Moses receiven 
instructions from €k)D relative to the offerings required 
for the tabemadef which He ordered to be made that 
He might dwell among them ; the pattern of the arh 
and rnerei/seaf ; the table, with dishes, spoons, and 
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fittings of pure gold; the candlestick with seveu 
branches, its tongSf and snuff-^dishes, 

13. The tabernacle is to be constmoted of boards of 
shittim-wood, with coverings of embroidered linen, 
goat's hair, ram's skins, and badger skins ; the 
fittings of pie boards to be of silver, and those of the 
curtains of gold. 

14. A division is to be made in the tabernacle bv a vail 
richly coloured and embroidered, separating the lioly 
place from the most holy^ which was to contain the ark, 
which afterwards held the ialles of stoney the pot of 
manna, and Aaron's rod which blossomed, and which 
was covered by the mercy-seat, on which rested the 
PrviNE Presence of God, whence answers proceeded 
in reply to inquiries made by the priest on behalf of 
the Israelites. 

15. The table and candlestick were to be plaoed 
without the vail ; the latter on the south side, and tha 
former on the north. 

16. Directions are then given for the construction of 
the altar of burnt-offering, with vessels requisite for 
its service ; the court of the tabernacle ; the oil to be 
iised in the lamps ; the vestments of the priests and 
the High Priest, among which the breast-plate of 
judgment, set with twelve precious stones, and bear- 
ing the Urim and Thuhhim, was the most remarkable. 

17. Commands are given respecting the consecration 
of Aaron and his sons ; the altar of incense ; offerings 
to be made by rich and poor, when the yearly atone- 
ment is made for their souls ; the oil for anointing 
sacred things ; and the incense to be burnt before the 
Lord. 

18. The manufacture of the tabernacle, and every 
thing connected with it, is to be intrusted to Bezalbel, 
of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab, of the tribe of 
Dan : and, with a further injunction respecting the 
strict observance of the Sabbath, the two tames of 
testiTTumy, tables of stone, written with the finger of 
God, are given to Moses, who quits the mount and 
brings them to the camp. 
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Section V. — {Exodus, xxxii — xl.} 

From the Oivhig of the Tables of the LaxOj to the Rearing 
of the Tabernacle. 

1. But God saw the crime and Irickedness of the 
people and Aaron, during the absence of MoBJas, iu 
making and worshipping a molten calf, and He is only 
persuaded from consuming them by the prayer of 
Moses in their behalf. 

2. Moses hastily returns from the mount to the 
cnmp, and seein? the calf, and the feasting, atid dan 
ciug, breaks the tiables of the law beneath the mount| 
and hastens to destroy the calf which Aabon had made, 
grinding it to powder, throwing it on watei', and mak* 
ing the children of Israel drink of it. 

3. The Letites, by the oi^er of. Moses, take their 
swords and slay such as have participated in the wor- 
ship of the calf; and Moses entreats God fdr the people, 
who mercifully spares them from total destruotion, but 
plagues them on accoutit of the calf which Aarok had 
made. 

4. On account of the disobedience of the people, the 
Lord refuses to go up to Canaan in the midst of t^em ; 
and the tabernacle is pitched without the camp, and a 
second time, at Qod's command, Mosss goes up into 
Mount Sinai, to receive again the tables of the law, 
in th6 place of those which he had broken in his anger 

5. On his return Moses is obliged to cover his mce 
with a vail ,* for the skin of his face shone, and the 
Israelites were afraid to speak with him. 

6. Then Moses gathers the people together, and gives 
directions, which he had received from GkJD in the 
mount, about making the tabernacle^ its furnitu^ and 
various vessels, and the people bring gifts williuglj 
for the work. 

7. The robes of the priests are also made, and on 
Aaron*s mitre a golden plate is placed, on which is in- 
scribed Holiness to the Lord. 

8. On inspection, Moses finds, that all has been done 
as the Lord had commanded, and Mosss bles8e4 tUe 
people. 
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9. And on the first day of tlie first month of the 
second year, the tabernacle is reared upj the ark and 
mercy-seat is placed in the most holy place behind the 
vail, and the table with the shew-bread on the north 
side of the tabernacle, without the vail, and the candle- 
stick on the south side. 

10. The golden altar is placed in the tent of the con- 
gregation before the vail, the altar of burnt-ofiering by 
the door of the tabernacle, and the brazen laver, in 
which the priests were to wash, between the tent of 
the congregation and the altar. 

11. And the court is reared round the taberiiacls and 
the altar : JSo Moses /mishedihe tffork, 

12. And d cloud covered the tabernacle, and the glory 
of the Lord filled it : the Divine presence also rested 
on tiie tabernacle as a oloud by day and fire by night ; 
when it was removed, the children of Israel journeyed 
forward under its guidance, resting during the time 
that the cloud remained stationary on the tabernacle. 



PAST m. LEVITICUS. 



Section I. — (Leviticus, ch. i. — xxvii. 

The Rites and Ceremonies of the Jewish Law^ and Duties 
of the Priesthood. 

' 1. There are but few historical facts recorded in 
Leviticus ; the book is principally devoted to ordinances 
respecting the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish law, 
the duties of the priests and people, and the institutions 
of sacred feasts, the sabbatical year, and year of 
jubilee. 

2. The principal historical points of interest are the 
consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood, 
the sin of Nadab and Abihu, and the blasphemy of the 
son of Shelomith. 

3. Through Moses, God gave the children of Israel 
(Strict injunctions for the proper ordering of bumt-offfer- 
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ings, meat-offerings, peace- offerings, sin-offerings, and 
trespass-offerings, for the priests and people. 

4. Moses then consecrates Aakon and his sons to the 
priesthood, anointing them with oil, and investing 
Aaron with the superb robes of the high priest, plac- 
ing the XJrtm and Thumhim, the oracles of God^ upon 
his breast. 

5. Seven days are employed in the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons ; they then enter on their duties, 
and Aaron offers sacrifices for sin, and burnt-offerings 
for himself and the people, and fire falls from heaven 
and consumes the offering, in token of God^s acceptance 
of it. 

6. This fire, so miraculously kindled, was to be con- 
tinually kept burning, and sacrifices consumed by fire 
taken from it ; but Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, 
offered strange fire before the Lord, and were slain for 
their presumption, and all lamentation for them was 
forbidden. 

7. The Almighty then shews what beasts and birds 
are to be eaten by the Israelites, what are to be con- 
sidered clean and what unclean. He also gives laws 
relating to purification, lepro^, and uncleanness, the 
entrance of the high priest into the holy place, and the 
yearly ceremony of sending the scapegoat into the 
wilderness, bearing all the iniquities and sins of God's 
people. 

8. Laws relative to slain beasts, and the eating of 
blood, and various matters pertaining to social life and 
customs, and heinous sins, are enjoined ; with rules for 
the conduct of the priests in mourning and offering 
sacrifices, and that all shall keep €k)D's commandments, 
not profaning His holy name. 

9. Notice IS next taken of the various feasts of the 
Lord ; the three great annual festivals oi'dered to bo 
kept holy to the Lord by the children of Israel, ta 
commemorate the mercies He had shewed upon them. 

10. First, the feast of the Passover, holden on the 
fourteenth day of the first month at even, and celebrat- 
ed by the custom of eating unleavened bread for seven 
days ; at this time, also, the sheaf of the first-fruits of 
the harvest was fy> be o^ered. 
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11. Secondly, the feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, 
celebrated on the fiftieth da^ from the commencement 
of the feast of the Passover, and continued for a week, 
at which thank-offerings for wheat harvest were offer- 
ed np to the Almighty. 

1 2. Thirdly, the feast of Tabernacles, on the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month, following the feast of trum- 
pets and solemn convocations, which commenced tlie 
month, and continuing for seven days, during which 
time the Israelites were to dwell in booths, to com- 
memomte their deliverance from Eotpt and wander- 
ings in the wilderness, when they abode in tents. 

13. After their arrival in Canaan, every Israelite 
was commanded to appear before the Lord at Jerusa- 
lem during the celebrtition of these three great festivals; 
and the gracious promise was accorded, thaf no man 
eliould desire their land in their absence, even ^liougli it 
was apparently left unprotected and at the mercy of 
an enemy. 

14 Ordinances are now given respecting the oil for 
the lamps that were to be kept burning in the taber- 
nacle continually, and the shew-bread ; the punishment 
of death is enjoined for mui*der and retribution, for 
killing a beast, or doing any bodily injury to man. 

15. The sin of the son of Shelomith, in cursing and 
blaspheming the name of the Lord, gives occasion for 
a sentence of death to be passed on all blasphemers ; 
they are to be stoned by the congregation. 

16. As with the days, so was it to be with the years ; 
six years were to be spent in sowing and pruning and 
gathering fruit, and the seventh year was to be a sab- 
bath of rest to the land. 

1 7. Every fiftieth year was to be n year of jubilee, in 
which the slave was to be released from thraldom, and 
land that had been sold redeemed ; usury was strictly 
forbidden to the Israelites. 

18. Idolatry is denounced, and to be punished with 
terrible visitations. According to their conduct so does 
God promise to reward or punish ; but, on repentance 
for guilt and sin, the Almiqhtt declares he will ever 
remember his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. 
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19. Persons and things vowed or devoted to God 
may be redeemed for money, the sum to be appointed 
by the priest, according to the circumstances of tbe 
person making the vow. 

20. We mnst consider the above as a very brief ab- 
stract of the commandments which God commanded 
MosBS for the children of Israel in Mount Sinal 



PAKT IV -NUMBERS. 



Section I. — {J^umherSj ch. i. — xix.) 

From the Nwmhering of the People to the BeheUion of 
* - Korah, ' ' ' < , • 

1. In the second mopth o( the second year after the 
Israelites were come put of Egtpt, Mosbs, at God's 
command, with the princes of Israel, the heads of the 
several t ribes, numbered the people. 

?. The following table shews the number pf meni 
above twenty years of age, belonging to each tribe, that 
^ere al^e to go forth to war, with the name of the 
prince or leader of each tribe : — 

'tribe. Prince. ^'j^ Teibe. Prince. ^'JvJ* 

JRetib^ ... Blizus ... 46,600 t ^ fjS^Aratm Elisqama 40,500 
Simeon ... Shelumiel 69,800 9\]^anasgehGiMJaAEL 32,200 
Gad ... Eltasaph 45^650 Benjamin... Abtoait... 35,400 
Judah ... Nahshon 74,600 Dan ... Aurcacfe 62,700 
ijfWArtrr... Net&aneei. 54,400 Jsher ... I*aoiel ... 41.600 
Zebulon ... Eliab ... 57,400 Napthali ... Ahira ... 53,400 

3. We 6nd, therefore, that in four hundred and 
thirty years, tlie seventy of Jacob's house had in-i 
creased to the number of six hundreil aad three thou-* 
sand, ^ve hundred and Miy, strong and able men 
above the age of twenty, besides women and chiidren. 

4. The Levites were not numbered ; they wei-e ap- 
pointed for the service of the tabernacle, and to the 
priesthood ; they were to pitch \kmv tents round th« 
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tjibernacle, Moses, Aaron, and the priests, to the East ; 
the BODS of GsBSHON to the West ; the sons of Merari 
to the North ; and the sons of KohatA to thd South. 

5. The following table Will shew the arrartgefnetit of 
the children of Israel round the tabernacle in theit en- 
campments in the wilderness :— • ^ 
NORTH. 
The CawpofJHm, 1(>7»600. 
Daw. Ashbb. NApriiALt. 





Mebari. 




i 


Tahemacle and 


i 


§ 


Court. 


i 


1 




9 

•4 
1 








KORATh.. 





liBUBEN. • QiifEOir^ Gad. 

' ite Camp ofReuben^ 151,450. ' * 



tl|» 
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nacle, and the hangings of the court ; while the sons 
of Merari kept the lx)ards, bars, etc., of which the 
tabernacle was built. 

9. The Levite was to enter on his duties at the age 
of thirty, and to perform the services required until he 
reached the age of fifty. The number of the Lbvites 
fit for the service of the tabernacle wei-e, of the sons of 
KoHATH, 2750 ; of the sons of Geeshon, 2630 ; and of 
the sons of Merabi, 3200. ' 

10. Laws are now given respecting the removal of 
the lepers and unclean from the camp ; restitution to 
be made in case of trespass ; the customs to be observed 
by Nazarites, or those who are separated unto the 
Lord by any vow ; sanction is also given to a set form 
of prayer, even at this remote period, by the appoint- 
ment of sentences to 'be spoken by Aaron while Mess- 
ing the people of God. 

11. When the tabernacle was duly set up, and the 
vessels anointed and sanctified for the service of God, 
the princes of the tribes made offerings of silver and 
gold, and cattle for burnt, sin, and peace offerings ; and 
after the dedication of the aJtar, when Moses entered 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, the voice of 
God was heard from between the cherubims of the 
mercy-seat on the ark of testimony. 

12. On the day when the tabernacle was erected, the 
cloud that directed the children of Israel in their 
wanderings rested upon it, as a cloud by day and as 
fire by night ; when the cloud was removed, the chil- 
dren of Srael moved their encampment to the spot 
whither it ffuided them, but while it rested on the 
tabernacle they abode in their tents. 

13. Silver trumpets are appointed with which the sous 
of Aaron are to make signals for the assembling of the 
congregation, the gathering of the princes, and the de- 
parture of the camps. 

14. On the twentieth day of the second month in 
the second year, the Israelites, guided by the cloud, 
removed from Sinat to the wilderness of Parak. 

16. The complainiug of the people excites the dis- 
pleasure of the Lord, and fire is sent among them, 
which is quenched at the prayer of Moses, who calls 
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the place Taberati, because the fire of the Lord burnt 
amou^ them. 

16. JJusting after the good things of Egypt, the peo- 
ple despising the manna murmur for flesh ; quails are 
sent, but the people are punished by a very great 
plague on siccount of their lusting for flesh ; the name 
of the place is called Ktbroth-hatta-avah. 

17. At the request of Moses, CtOd imparts of the 
spirit that was on Moses to seventy elders, that they 
may share the burden of the people with him, to assist 
him in the government of the tribes. 

1 8. From Kibroth-hatta-avah, the people journey- 
ed to Hazeroth, where Aarok and Miriam speak 
against Moses because of his wife, an Ethiopian wcman^ 
and Miriam is punished with leprosy, which is re- 
moved at the entreaty of Moses ; quitting Hazeroth, 
the Israelites come to the wilderness of Paran. 

. 19. Men are now selected, one from each tribe, to go 
and search the land of Canaan, to bring a report of its 
condition ; they are absent forty days : on the expedi- 
tion returning to the camp they bring grapes, figs^ and 
pomegranates, and say that the land is indeed fruitful/ 
but the people powerful. 

20. Caleb endeavours to persu^ide the Israelites 
that they are able to go up and overcome the land and 
possess it ; the others represent the men of the country 
as above the common stature of mankind, and thereby 
Instil fear into the people. 

21. They propose to elect a captain and return into 
^gyp^ ; but Joshua and Caleb endeavour to reassure 
them, showing that none could withstand them when 
tlio Lord was with them. 

22. As a punishment for their murmurings and trans- 
gressions, and want of reliance on Gk)D's promises, they 
are condemned to wander forty years in the wilder- 
ness ; and no man above the age of twenty is to be per- 
mitted to live to enter the promised land except 
Joshua and Caleb. 

23. The spies who brought a £sdse report are slain 
by the plague ; and the Israelites, who presumed to 
attempt to enter the land of Canaan contrary to tlio 
commandment of the Lord, are smitten by the 
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Amalekites and Canaanites, who pursue them to 

S4. Amopg the ordinaacea for moat and driuk offer* 
inga^offeringd made b^r strangers, o^Eoringa forflina of 
ignonanee^aQd the ordering ol' the punjahment of deatt^ 
for sin committed preaumptaoualy throu^ self-will, 
w^ find that a man is stoned for the apparently trivial 
ain of gathering atlcka oa the sabbath-day. 

Sfi. Thia ia an example of pnniahment for the ain of 
presumption; the man was well aware that Ood had 
ordered the aeventh day to be kept holy aa a day of 
reat, and, in acting a» he did, he openly eacpx^ssed his 
contempt for God's commandment and authority. 

S6L . KoRAH, a IjSvite, and Dai^bak, Abieah, and On^ 
pf the tribe of Bbubbn, with othera of the princea of 
the people, rebel againat the authoritytof Moses and 
Aasok> Asaerting that, aa the congregaticm waa holy, 
and that the I^bd waa among them, they had no 
right to lift themaelvea above them. 

27. MosBS bids them, ofier iao^ise on the morrow 
before the IiORd, that it may be ahewn who are tlie 
LoRD^s and who are holy. i 

2fiL A terrible puniahm^t is inflioted on the rebels 
&Mr theinatiffttfcois of the revolt t Korah^ Dm'iian, and 
Abirah, witia tho £uniliea and poaaeaaiona of Da^^ak 
and Abibax, 4re swallowed np m a giUf that miracu^ 
loualy opened to receive them, and the men that offered 
ind^iae are slain b^fir^ . ■ 

2d. Their oenaers aare^made into broad nlates l^or a 
ooveiingior Ite altar as atnemorial of theoeed, and as 
a warning to the Israelites that aon^, save the seed of 
Aabok, s^oidd oAn^ incense b^or» the Lord. 

30. . Yet^ with these ^oarlnl ooourrenees fresh in their 
minds, the next day the Israelites mnnnitred against 
Moses and Aaron, sayings Ye have kilUd the peofie of 
the Lardy as if they, and not God, had slain Korah and 
his company. 

31. A plague is ^ent- anlong them whi<^ is stayed, 
when an atcmement is made by Aaron for the people 
standing between the dead and theHvin^, for fourteen 
thouaaad and seven hundred had already died of the 
pestilence. 
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32. Ab a coavinciiig proof to the Israelites that 
Aabom was eapeoially Boleoted by God 09 kis High 
Priest, a rod for each tribe, with Aaron's naui-t written 
eti the rod of Levi, is laid before the Lord, and on the 
following day Aaron's rod is found to have budded, 
blossom^, and produced almonds: the rod is ordered 
to be preserved a» a token against the rebels, that 
there might be no more murmuring about the priest- 
hood. 

33. Further direciious are also given respecting the 
duties of the priests and Levites, and the portion of 
the ofiferlngs to be taken for their use as food ; the lirst* 
bom of man and firstlings of beasts are to be redeemed 
by money; and, aa the Levites have no inheritance, a 
tenth part of the produee of the land is to be devoted 
to their support and maintenance. 

34. The purification of the unckan, und those defiled 
by contact with a dead body, is to be efieeted by sprink- 
ling with inmninff water, in which the ashes of a red 
he^e]\ slain and burnt without the camp, havd been 



placed. 



Note&-<l4UB, Aa the heart; Joshua, A Saeiour, 



Section II. — (Numbers^ ch. xx. — ^xxxvi.) 

f^rom the Death of Miriam to the AmgnmerU of Land to 
Iteuben, <&e, 

1. Thirty-eight years have elapsed tinpe the hist 
event recorded iu the hL^iy of the Israelites, the 
i«belUon of Korah^ Datban, and Abiram* The 
Israelites, in the fortieth year of their wanderings in 
the wilderness, oome to Kabese in the desert of Zur, 
where Miriam dies. 

2. "Water id wanted and the people murmur, chidiiig 
with M0SE8. QoB bids Moses and Aaron specbh to 
the rock, promising an abundant supply; but Mobbs, 
in wrath with the people^ forgets his former constant 
reliance on the Almiqhtt, and in opi>osition to Oon^s 
^mmand^ << Swakffeto^rockJ^ he MUtesUtmoe, speak- 
ing unadmeaiy with hie hffy Hear noWf ye rebeis, mttet 
WE fetch you "icater out of this rockf 
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3. For their want of faith they are not permitted to 
hring the people into Canaan, or to enter therein 
themselves. The spot where this happened is called 
Meribah, or Strife. 

4. Moses asks the King of £dou, king of the de- 
scendants of Esau, to permit the israeUtes to pass 
through his land on their way to Canaan : he refuses, 
and prepares to resist their passage by force. 

5. The Israelites journey to Mount Hor ; and there 
Aaron dies for his rebellion at the watera of strife, 
and Eleazar his son is invested with the robes, and 
endued with the authority of God's Hi^h Priest; the 
people mourn for Aaron thirty days. 

6. The Canaanites under Arad meet with defeat and 
destruction at the hands of the Israelites, but they im^ 
mediately forget God*s goodness to them, and murmur 
for bread, loathing the manna ; they are punished by 
A plague of fiery serpents, but all who look up to a ser- 
pent of brass made by Moses, and placed on a pole by 
God's command, are saved from death. 

7. Marching forward, and halting for short periods 
in various places, they reach Bahoth in Moab, and 
advance to Pisgah, a peak of Mount Nebo, in Mount 
Aba RIM ; there they send messengers to Sihon, King 
of the Amorites, asking permission to pass through his 
land. 

8. He is defeated and slain, his cities spoiled, and 
his lands taken and possessed by the Israelites. Oa, 
the giant King of ^ashan, meets with the same 
fate, and his land falls into the hands of the Israelites. 

9. Balak, King of Moab, is seized with fear, seeing 
what had befallen Sihon and Go, and sends for Balaam, 
the son of.BEOR, to curse the hosts of Israel; but 
Balaam, cautioned by God, refuses to go. 

10. A second and more urgent message is sent, with 
promises of riches and honour ; the Almighty permits 
him to go, should the princes of Moab call htm to ao- 
company them, on the day following, after awaiting the 
delay of a night for Balaam to learn God's will in the 
matter. 

11. Stimulated by avarice, he rises to go with thera, 
eagerly and in haste j and God*s anger is kindled 
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against him for his readiness to depaH. The angel of 
the Lord meets him and withstands him, because of 
the perverseness of his way before God ; his ass, turn- 
ing from the angel, is smitten by Balaam, and 
speech is miraculously given to it to reprove its 
master. 

12. The angel charges him to speak only that which 
shall be spoken to him by Goo ; and Balaam goes for- 
ward to Balak, who takes him to elevated spots, from 
which he can view the people of Israel. 

13. In opposition to Balak's desire, he blesses them, 
shewing their future might and power, and prophesies 
the coming of our Saviour, the rising of a Star out of 
Jacob, a Sceptre out of Israel ; he also foretells the 
destruction of the neighbouring nations. 

14. Although the Moabites could not induce Balaam 
to invoke a curse on the Israelites, yet they brought 
destruction on thousands of them, by tempting them 
to sin and to commit idolatry, worshipping ^aal-peor. 
. 15. A plague rages among them and destroys twenty- 
four thousand of the people, but it is stayed by the 
zeal of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, who slew 
ZiMRi, a prince of the Simeonites, whose evil example 
tended to encourage the people to commit wickedness 
and sin against God. 

16. God enjoins the destmction and slaughter of the 
Midianites, who, in conjunction with Moab,. had 
tempted Israel to sin ; Phinehas is rewarded with a 
promise that the priesthood shall remain in his family. 

1 7. In the plains of Moab, by Jordan, near Jericho, 
the people are again numbered, with the following re- 
sult, Caleb and Joshua alone remaining of those who 
had been numbered in the wilderness of Sinai : — 

Reuben ... 43,730. Issachar ... 64,300. Bei^amin ... 45,600. 

6'«in«o» ... 22,200. Zebulon ...60,500. £>an ...64 400. 

Gad ... 40,500. JSvhraim ... 32,600. Ashtr ... 68,4'K). 

Judah ... 76,500. Manatseh.,, 62,700. Napthaii ... 46,400. 

In all six hundred and one thousand, seven hundred 
and thirty. 

18. ITie land is to be divided by lot niuong th' 
principal families of the various tribes; the quar 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



58 SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 

received by each family being according to the numbers 
belonging to it, 

19. The law of inheritance with regard to diaughters, 
is settled in the matter of the daughters of Zblophehad ; 
they were to marry members of their own tribe, that 
the inheritance should not be alienatecl from the tribe 
to which they belonged. 

20. Moses is warned of his approaching death for 
liis disobedience at the watera of strife, and is iold to 
bring Joshua, the son of Nun, before Elbazar and 
the congregation, as their futnra leader, 

21. Ordinances are now enjoined, respecting the 
various offbriugs that were to be made at stated times, 
daily, weekly, at the new moons, and at the three 
great feasts ; all vows are to be strictly kept, except 
those made by a woman in her youth, if her father or 
husband refuse to allow her to J)erform them. 

22. Israel obtains a signal victory over the Midian- 
ites, killing five kings and Balaam the son of Bbor ; 
they are only permitted to preserve the female children 
alive ; laws are given for the purification of those that 
had fbught, and for the division of the spoil and trea- 
sure that they had taken. 

23. The land that had been taken eastward of Jor- 
dan is given to the tribes of Eeuben, Oad, and the 
half tribe of Makasseh, on condition of their giving 
aid to the remaining tribes in conquering the land of 
Canaan. 

24. The journeys of the Israelites in the wilderness 
are recorded by Moses by God's command, and the 
limits of the land of Canaan are pointed out, and men 
appointed to carry out the division. 

25. Forty-eight cities are to be appointed for .the 
residence of the Levites, six of whica are to be cities 
of refuge ; the cities of the Lewtes are to be surround-* 
ed with suburbs, extending two thousand cubits in 
every direction from the walls of the cities. 

26. Although a man who has committed murder 
accidentally, may escape to a city of refuge and live^ 
yet death is to he the punishment for wilful murder : 
the man who took refuge in any of the cities assiguefd 

^ the purpose; was to remain there until the death 

Digitized by UOOgle -^ 



THE PENTATEUCH. 59 

of the high priest, lest the avenger of blood should 
meet him ana kill him. 



PABT V. DEUTERONOMV. 



Section l,—-{DeKierono7ni/y ch. L — ^xxxiv.) 

From the Commencement of the Seqond Giving of the Law 
to the Death of Moses, 

1. The fortieth year of the wandenug of the Israel- 
ites iu the \?ildeme8s was now drawing near its com- 

Sletion, and standing amid the people on this cdde 
ORDAN, in, the land of Moab, Moses relates the hiS" 
tory of thie past forty years, and again repeats the laws 
that had been delivered for their guidance, with nume- 
rous additions. 

2. Their many murmuHngs and acts of disobedience, 
their reverses and successes, the slaughter of Sihon 
and Oo, and the capture of their territories, and the 
|>artition of the territory they had gained on the east 
of Jordan, between Beuben, Gad, and Manassbh, are 
severally related. 

3. Moses also relates the refusal of the Aimiohtt to 
his prayer, to be allowed to enter the promi«ed land, 
with his nomination of Jorhua as the successor of 
Mos^ and future leader of GJod's people. 

4. He bids the people keep the law that they had 
received from God, through him, intact and entire, 
earnestly exhorting them to obedience. 

5. Three cities are appointed on the east of Jordan, 
in which any man who had accidentally killed another 
might take refuge from the avenger of blood, the next 
of kin. 

, 6. The wonderful events that occurred at the promul- 
gation of the law in Horeb, and the delivery of the 
ten commandments, with another powerful exhortation 
to the people, form the euhjecta of another discourse 
from MosBS to the Israelites^ 
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7. The Israelites are forbidden to intennarry with the 
surroiiudin^ nations lest they should be enticed into 
the sin of idolatry ; they are reminded of the faithful- 
ness and justice of God, and of his power to conquer 
their enemies for them, although this was to be consum- 
mated by degrees, lest the beasts of the field should 
increase upon them. 

8. They are bidden to remember their sufferings in 
the wilderness, and the miracles God wrought in their 
behalf when they shall enter the promised land, and gain 
wealth and possessions, lest they be tempted to forget 
Him, and to ascribe their gains to their own power. 

9. Moses further shews them that they do not 
inherit the promised land on account of their righteous- 
ness and uprightness of heart, but because of the 
wickedness of the nations that occupied it, and for the 
sake of the promise that God had made to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

10. He shews them this by rehearsing their several 
rebellions, and God's mercy in restoring the Tables op 
THE Law, which he had broken in anger at their crime 
in making and worshipping the image of a calf. 

11. The laws respecting idolatrous practices, the 
eating of blood, the care of the Lbvitbs, the fitness or 
unfitness of certain birds, beasts, and fishe's for food, the 
tithes of increase, charitable practices, the customs to 
be observed with regard to servants in the sabbatical 
year, and the various feasts, especially the three great 
feasts, the feasts of the passover, of weeks, and of taber* 
naoles, are repeated at length. 

12. Laws respecting the soundness of things sacri- 
ficed, disputes, the choice and duties of a king, shouM 
they desire one when they were settled in the land, are 
enjoined, with further injunctions about things to bo 
rendered to the Lbvites from the people. 

13. Moses also utters a prophecy res)>ecting the 
future coming of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth, as a 
prophet apf>ointed by God to speak all that He shouiil 
command nim. 

14. The appointment of cities of refuge is enjoined, 
that innocent blood may not be shed for accidental 
bomicide ; landmt^rks ore jxot to be destroyed or 
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removed ; two or three witnesses are required to esta- 
blish an accusation, and false witnesses are to receive 
the punishment that belief in their falsehood would 
have entailed on the accused. 

15. Laws are given respecting military service, and 
the preservation of all trees bearing fruit in the sieges 
of cities ; the sacrifice of atonement for a murder which 
cannot be discovered, marriage with a captive woman, 
the double portion oi inheritance due tcr the first-boru, 
the punishment of a rebellious son, and that a man who 
has ueen hanged is to be buried the same day, that the 
«and may not be defiled. 

16. Man's duty to his neighbour and to the beasts of 
the field is plainly pointed out ; usury is forbidden, but 
divorce from a wife is permitted: the taking of the nether 
or upper millstone in pledge, and stealing and selling 
men as slaves, is not to be allowed ; care is to be taken 
to £oliow the law scrupulously in the case of leprosy, and 
good treatment of servants and charity to the poor 
strictly enjoined. 

17. Stripes inflicted on evil-doers are not to exceed 
forty ; the ox that treadeth out the com must not be 
muzzled ; the younger brother is bidden to marry the 
wife of a brother that dies without children; the 
Amalekites are to be utterly destroyed from under 
heaven. 

la The form of confession and prayer to be used 
by those that offer the basket of first-fruits and the tithes 
of the third year is next appointed ; and the priests are 
ordered to erect an altar, and write the law upon it, ns 
soon as the people have passed over Jordan. 

19. The tribes also are to stand on Mounts Gertzim 
and Ebal, and curses for guilty conduct of every kind 
are to be invoked by the Levitbs on all evil-doers, to 
which the people must answer AmeUy thus ratifying 
with their own tongues the curses pronounced on the 
wicked. 

20. MoBES then recites the blessings which shall fnll 
on those that are obedient to the commands of the 
Almiohtt, and the terrible curses and punishments 
that shall ovei*take the disobedient ; pestilence, famine 
the sword, blasting and mildew, their subjugatior 
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foreign powers, fearful Bufferings in war and in the 
sioge^ and tbiilrtl^y should be 8<3d a^ bendmeQ. 

31. M08ES onoe mors encourages the Israelites to 
obedience through the remembrance of the wendeni 
and mercies which God had shewn them, and alt 
IsitAB£>ld' brotight be&re the Lord to enter into a 
covenant with Sim. - 

22. Mosi» also exhorts the people to cross the Jor 
DAfT-with courage, and bids JosHtA to lead them for- 
ward withotii fbar^ ibr the Lord will be wi^ t^mj and 
cause them to inherit l^e land. 

23« The law is delivered to the Lsvites, and it is 
ordered to be read to the people in evety seventh year cA 
theJeautcf^Sab^mades. . 

24. And now QoDr signifies to Moses that the time 
of his death is at band, and citmmons Mosis and 
Jos&tTA^to the tab^maoie of the congregation; there 
the lioiiD'EdiowsMoEiBs what will b^aU l£e children of 
Israel on account of their sins, and comxhands him to 
write and teach them a seng "iirophetie of future 
events, and setting forth God^s mercy and Tengeeuic& 
for sin. . . • -. 

25. Hb bids Joshua be strong and of good courage, 
pr6misitig to be Wibh him, and that hd shaU bring flie 
Israelites into Uie land of Canaan. ^ 
' 26i' When Moses had executed the last commahd of 
God, and had spoken the words of the song in the ears 
of tiie people,' he went up into Mouirr Nbbo to die ; for, 
although pehtLttted to sed the land of promise fit>m 
afar, he wasiidt allowed to enter it, for h^ hsid tres-» 
passed against^ God at the waters of M^ribah-^Kadesb, 
in the wilderness of Sik. 

27. BeiM^ his death he blesses Israel, and from 
MouN? NsBo, from tlie topDf PisaAH, he Ttews a broad 
space of the frtiitftil land of Oanaan^; hiseyo was not 
dim nor his 'strength ffkiling when he died, aocoMing 
to the word of the Lord, and was buried in a^ valley of 
the land of Moab, over against BETn-rEOR, but Ao tnsoi 
knoweth, probably ho man earer knew, Uie |daed where 
he was laid; ; ., , . 

!28. He was one hundred and twenty yeara old when 
he died, and the Israelites thoumed for hitn thirty 
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days, and from that time there was no prophet in 
Israel like unto Moses. ' 

29. The record of the death of Moses on Mount 
Nebo, was most probably added by the writer of the 
book of JosHU-4 as a supplement or appendix to 
1)euteronomt> to complete t|ie history of Moses* 

30. JTosHUA was now God*s appointed Captain over 
the hosts of Israel, as Moses had been Hjb lawgiver; 
under him God's chosen people were to enter Canaan, 
and possess the land, which had been promised to their 
fore&thers hundreds of years previously, after a series 
of warnings and wonders wrought on their behalf, un* 
paralleled in the histories of the mighty nations and 
empires that have I'isen ami fallen since the <nreation of 
man, and tho woiid, and all that is therein. 



SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION 

Oil the prmcipal Types or Emblems of ont Saviour that 
m-e fiyund in the Bocks of the Peifddteudh. 

1. j^ type is a risible figure or sign, by which, through 
certain points of resemblance, something to come is 
represented ; thus, Christ and ^^s Offices are clearly 
prefigured by many occurrences recorded in the Pen- 
tateuch, by persons mentioned therein, and by the rites 
and ceremonies of the Jewish ritual. 

2. Isaac, the only sou of Abraham, was a type or 
emblem of Jesus Christ, the only Son op (Jod. The 
death of Christ for our sins was symbolized by the 
offering of Isaac on Mount Moriah, which sacrifice, 
though not perfected in deed, was esteemed by the 
Almighty as fully consummated through the taithful 
intention of Abraham* 

3. The brazen serpent that Moses raised in the wil- 
derness, that those who were bitten by the fiery serpent 
might look on it and be healed, was a type of Christ, 
who, by his painful death by cnicifixion, accomplished 
our salvation, that we, bitten by the fiery serpents of 
sin and the lusts of the world, may look on him hang- 
ing on the 9ro3s, through faith, and be made whole. 
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4. The paschal lamb slain at tjie feast of the Passover, 
was a forcible type of Christ in many particulars ; the 
blood of the lambs slain for the first feast of the Pass- 
over in Egypt, sprinkled on the door-posts of the houses 
of the children of Israel, saved their first-born from 
the destroying angel of the Lord that swept througli 
the doomed land : the blood of Christ cleanses us from 
all sin, and saves us from the just and terrible wrath of 
God at the day of judgment 

5. Again, not a bone of the paschal lamb was to be 
broken, and not a bone of the IjAhb of God was broken 
on the cross. 

6. Joshua, the leader of the children of Israel into 
the land of Canaan, was a tvpe of Christ, who leads * 
the children of €k)D into the heavenly Canaan. 

7. The High Priest of the Jews, appointed by God 
as the means by which atonement should be offered for 
the sins of the people, was a type of Christ, the only 
mediator and intercessor between God and man. 

8. The constant use of blood in the Jewish cere- 
monies as a means of purification, affords a type or 
emUem of our purification from the stain and taint of 
sin, by the efficacy of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

9. The scapegoat y driven into the wilderness, accursed 
and burdened, as it were, with the sins of the Jewish 
people, as an expiatory atonement for them, was a type 
of Christ, who took the intolerable burden of the whole 
world's guilt upon himself, and was wounded for our * 
sins and bruised for our transgressions. 

10. Such is an enumeration of the figures of our 
Saviour, and the shadows of the good things of the Oospel, 
to be found in the books of Moses, necessarily brief 
and imperfect, but sufficient, it is hoped, to inspire the 
.reader with a desire to trace thoroughly the connection 
between the types and prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment, and the antitypes and fulfilment of prophecy 
found in the New Testament. 
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